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PREFACE. 



This small treatise is not designed to convince 
tbe sceptic,, nor to answer the arguments of 
those who avowedly oppose the doctrines of re- 
vealed religion ; but to arouse, alarm, and draw 
to Christ those — ^both old and young — who are 
neglecting the offers of his grace. 

Entirely free from all sectarianism, the read- 
ers of this little work are not addressed as 
Churchmen, or Methodists, or Dissenters, but as 
fallen sinful creatures — exposed to endless ruin, 
without saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It has been the aim of the writer, in this un- 
assuming monitor, to adapt his language and 
ideas to the humblest capacity — to express the 
weighty truths it contains, with plainness and 
force, that it may be useful to the least cultiva- 
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ted reader, into whose bands it may fall; and 
should it be instrumental in saving but one of 
the millions who are hastening to destruction, 

" To writhe, to pant, to toss beneath the load, 
And bear the weight of an offended Qod," 

an object will be accomplished sufficiently im- 
portant, to compensate for all the care bestowed 
on its preparation ; yea, even for the labours of 
the longest life. We must die, and rise, and 
spend millions of ages in the vision of the Lamb, 
before we can enter into the import of the word 
salvation ; and, see how much is involved in the 
salvation of only one soul. For salvation is a 
blessing immense, infinite, everlasting : which 
occupied the mind of Jehovah from the begin- 
ning — which was purchased by the Son of God 
upon Calvary — and which will fill eternity with 
its glories. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Reader, whoever you are, if you are neglecting 
the great salvation, this treatise is addressed to 
you ; for your sake it was penned, penned in 
deep solicitude and earnest prayer, and that it 
may be blest to your salvation, the following 
directions are given for its perusal. 

I. Let it be read with seriousness. Do not 
bring to its perusal a light and a trifling spirit. 
It is itself serious, its writer is serious, its subject 
is serious — ^it speaks to you of God, of Eternity, 
of Heaven and of Hell. Surely a serious spirit 
becomes the contemplation of such a subject. 
So thought Sir Francis Walsingham. Hav- 
ing retired from the busy world into the privacy 
of the country, some of his gay companions 
rallied him on his becoming religious, and told 
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him he was melancholy. " No," said he, " I 
am not melancholy, but I am serious : and it is 
fit I should be so. Ah ! my friends, while we 
laugh all things are serious round about us. God 
is serious, who exerciseth patience towards us : 
the Holy Spirit is serious in striving against the 
obstinacy of our hearts: the Holy Scriptures 
bring to our ears the most serious things in the 
world : the whole creation is serious in serving 
God and us : all that are in Heaven or Hell are 
serious : — ^how then can we be gay." Do you 
then, reader, be serious. Take not up this 
little volume in a careless manner. Bead it 
not with alight and indifferent air, but in a grave 
and serious mood, as in the sight of that Great 
Being who will shortly call you into his pre- 
sence, where you will look on the world with all 
its pleasures and cares, its joys and sorrows, its 
love and hatred, as of no more importance than a 
shadow that is departed, than a vision of the 
night, and where this little treatise will be remem- 
bered either with gratitude and pleasure, or with 
remorse and despair. 

II. Let it be read ihroughouL Do not 
pick and cull or glance at certain portions which 
may be deemed moi;e suitable to your case, and 
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then lay it aside, but go through it in order. 
The task, if it can be called a task, will soon be 
performed. Aware that dispatch is the master- 
thought of the age, directing not only the pro- 
ceedings of business, the mode of travelling, 
and the transit of intelligence, but also, the 
operations of literature, so that the bulky com- 
pilations of yore are superseded by the concise 
and luminous manual or epitome ; this work is 
written on the principle of compression. The 
ideas are so arranged that the pith and gist of 
what you require are given in little compass. 
Bead it then throughout, consecutively from 
begining to end. To be useful it must be so 
read. It must be taken as a wh«le to be under- 
stood and be made a blessing. Every link 
must be viewed and touched, if it is to be made 
a golden chain in the hand of the Divine Spirit, 
to draw your soul to Heaven ' 

in. Let it be read with leisure. Do not 
hurry through it Take time to think upon all 
you read. Weigh and digest every sentence. 
Bemember you are reading for Eternity. The 
topic is your own salvation. Momentous topic ! 
Nothing is comparable to it. It outstrips and 

leaves behind every other, as Heaven transcends 
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the world below. Therefore read it in your re- 
tirement, that you may frequently pause, and 
by calm reflection ascertain the true meaning of 
what you read. One paragraph understood will 
be of more service to you, than the whole book 
read through at random without thought. There 
can be no religion without knowledge, and tliere 
can be no knowledge without reflection. The 
advice which Paul gave to Timothy, is applicable 
to you. '* Meditate upon these things, give 
thyself wholly to them that thy proflting may 
appear to all." 1 Tim. iv, v. 

IV. Let it be read with an openness to con- 
viction as to the immediate claims of salvation. 
Strong prepossessions in favour of the world, 
alas ! you may have, though its interests never 
have yielded you satisfaction and never can do 
so. Cyrus the Persian king was accustomed to 
say, '* that did men but know the cares which he 
had to sustain, he thought no man would wish 
to wear his crown." Be willing then, for on(je, 
to turn aside from the world and to look at the 
subject of your salvation in its true light. 
Place it not at a remote distance on the field of 
your contemplation, resolving to give it your 
attention at some future period, but be disposed 
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to regard it in its true character as a matter of 
the first moment and of immediate concern. 
Behold the judge is at the door. Death is 
ready to call you away. Ere a few more years 
are gone your hody will he a lump of clay, and 
your soul will stand trembling before its God. 

y. Let it be read in subservience to the Holy 
Scriptures. What the sun is in the natural 
world, the Bible is in the spiritual world — the 
celestial orb to guide fallen erring man to the 
realms of endless day. And as the moon re- 
ceives her light from the sun and throws it upon 
the world to irradiate the darkness of night, so 
the best books are only the reflection of Revela- 
tion. Such is this little volume. It is not 
designed to be a substitute for the Bible k^ the 
great matter of your salvation, but a guide to it*. 
It is not intended to draw you away from the 
inspired record, but to lead you to it. Peruse 
it in this light. Place the Bible by your side. 
Aefer to the passages quoted, and look at the 
eonneidon in which they stand. Test every 
proposition advanced by this Divine standard, 
and bow to its authority as an infallible directory 
in the way to Eternal life. 

YI. And especially let it be read with ^VQttt 
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supplication for the communications of the Holy 
Spirit, Great stress is laid upon this. With- 
out the gracious influences of the Spirit you will 
derive no permanent henefit from its perusal. 
As a rational creature you may understand the 
truth as it is in Jesus, hut as a fallen creature 
you will never love the truth until the Spirit has 
suhdued your natural aversion to it. Conse« 
quently this little volume proposing your Salva- 
tion can he of no henefit to you without the in- 
fluences of the Spirit. It will not suhdue your 
love of the world — ^melt you into penitence — 
draw you to the cross, and meeten you for glory, 
unless the Spirit he given to you. And if you 
would have the Spirit, you must pray for His in- 
fluences. The writer has devoutly sought those 
influences to enahle him to write the treatise, 
and now that it may he hi est to your salvation, 
do not read another page until you have most 
fervently prayed for the Holy Spirit to hless 
your perusal of it. So read this little work, 
and under the hlessing of Almighty God it may 
he the humhle hut happy means of changing 
your character, your conditioUi and your pros- 
pects. 
And now, may the Father, Son and Holy 
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Ghost, the one Jehovah and Everlasting God^ 
of his ahundant mercy, condescend to hless the 
reading of this little hook to many precious souls, 
by rendering it, however unworthy in itself, the 
humble means of bringing them into his king- 
dom of grace and glory. Amen. 



CHAPTER I. 



By whom salvation is neglected. 



There is a sense in whicli salvation is neglected 
by all, inasmuch as none devote that attention 
to it which its importance demands ; but this ia 
not the point to be ascertained in this Chapter. 
The enquiry is, who are really, and in the full 
sense of the word, neglecting the great salvation. 
In answer to this question nothing need be said 
of the great mass of the openly profane. Their 
sad neglect of every thing that ought to engage 
them, is as plain as it is awful. I shall only re- 
fer to those whose conduct is free from the 
grosser forms of vice, and endeavour to point 
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out the neglecters there. These are distinguished 
by different marks, and may be arranged in the 
following classes. 

1. — Those who are more concerned about 
other things than they are about salvation, I 
do not say that they think nothing about sal« 
vatiou, or that it never gives them any concern ; 
but their thoughts of it are occasional and slight, 
awakened perhaps, by a sermon or an affliction, 
and subside again as soon as the affliction is 
over, or as the sermon is forgotten. Other 
things engage them more, are more frequently 
made the objects of their hopes and fears ; af- 
ford them greater pleasure or pain. Even when 
the interests of their souls are brought before 
them, and they are willing to give them somei 
degree of attention, they find it difflcult to keep 
their minds fixed upon them. Heaven easily 
gives place to earth, and Eternity with all its 
solemn realities, is lost sight of in some passing 
thought about the anxieties, the troubles, or the 
enjoyments of time. Now being more concerned 

about to-day and to-morrow, than they are about 
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Eternity ; or, being more solicitous about the 
things of earth, than about Heaven and Hell, 
proclaims aloud that they are neglecting salva- 
tion. What says the Saviour, ** Seek ^rst the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness/' Math. 
vi. 33. And how does the sinner act who is 
working for salvation ? He gives attention to 
the things of this life, but as these things are 
vastly inferior in their nature to those things 
which I elate to the life that is to come, they 
receive inferior attention. The true Christian is 
a man of one aim and one purpose. His lan- 
guage is, "I count all thing but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord : for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things and do count them but dung that I may 
tirin Christ." Phil. iii. 8. As Salvation is the 
£rst object in importance, it must be first 
in pursuit. Earth must bow to Heaven. The 
things of time must yield to those of Eternity. 
Those, therefore, who are more anxious about 
other things than they are about salvation^ aire 
manifestly neglecting it. 
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2. — So are those who find no difficulty in 
Salvation. I do not say that they make no effort 
about it ; they do many things, but they are 
mechanical in all their doings. They may 
daily repeat a form of prayer, occasionally read 
the Bible, attend a place of worship on the Sab- 
bath now and dien, give a trifle to the poor, and 
the like — but there is no earnestness in them. 
What they do is done as a matter of course, nol 
from a deep anxiety to be saved. They are 
strangers to wrestling prayer, and unwearied 
striving. Indeed, they disclaim all this. Their 
language is " Why cannot we do our duty, and 
go to Heaven without the continual praying and 
striving of which we hear so much. We are 
told of the difiGlculties there are in religion, but 
we find little or no difiGlculty in it. It gives us 
no trouble. We are able to attend to all its duties 
without the least care or effort." Now, what- 
ever such persons may think, with all their ob- 
servances, they are really neglecting salvation, 
and have never yet taken a single step towards 
Heaven. Mark the words of Scripture : 
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" The kingdom of Heaven suflTereth violence, 
and the violent take it by force.** Math. xi. 12. 
"Strive to enter in at the strait gate.*' Luke 
xiii. 24. " Ovre diligence to make your calling 
and election sur^.^* 2 Peter i. 10. And the 
experience of all the saved, declares that sal- 
vation is an arduous work. Difficulty is one 
of the first things of which a true christian is 
conscious, and all his life long the feeling of it 
never goes off. He finds himself in the situa- 
tion of a traveller who has many a rugged wild 
to traverse, many a long hill to dimb, and many 
a dreary valley to cross before he can reach his 
home. Conscious of his own inability to move 
a single step without superior aid, he is per- 
petually going to the Holy Spirit for strength, 
and lives every moment in Christ: His habitual 
language is " Lord help me.*' Math. xv. 25. 
** Hold up my goings in thy paths.** Psalm xvii. 
6. " Take not thy holy spirit from me.** Psalm 
11. 11. Those who find no difficulty in salvation, 
therefore, as much neglect it as those who ex- 
perience no anxiety about it. 
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d. — But there are neglecters of another 
sort. Those whom the difficulty of salvation 
prevents from attempting it. Their understand- 
ings have been enlightened. They know what 
is to be done. They are not ignorant of the 
obstacles which must be overcome in doing it. 
Perhaps they have felt them. There may have 
been a time when they have actually set about 
the work of their salvation ; but they began it 
in their own strength, and when difficulties arose 
that strength at once gave way, and they were 
discouraged. They are now at ease doing 
nothing. They imderstand something of the 
Gospel, they are willing to hear it, they are 
sometimes impressed by it ; and thus they go 
on, hearing, reading, thinking — but attempting 
nothing. And why ? Because they say it is 
useless. The work is above their power ; more 
than they can ever perform. They forget that 
their strength lies in God, and that he bids them 
do nothing which he will not enable them to 
perform. *^ Hast thou not known ? hast thou 
not heard| that the everlasting God, the Lord, 
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the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary ? He giveth power to the 
faint ; and to them that have no might he in- 
creaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint 
and he weary, and the young men shall utterly 
fall; hut they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength ; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run and not he 
weary; and they shall walk and not faint." 
Isaiah zl. 28. They do not hope in God for 
strength to overcome the difiGlculties which lie 
before them. Beyond these there are neglecters 
of another class, distinguished by a different 
mark. 

4. — Those who wait for some extraordinary 
communications from Heaven to save them. 
Their language is, " It is in vain for us to pray 
find strive. We can do nothing. We must 
wait till God moves us.'* And the posture in 
which they wait it not as those that watch for 
the morning, hut like that of the sluggard of 
Solomon, who said, " Yet a little sleep, a little 
slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep." 
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Prov. xxiv. 33. They repair to the sanctuary 
once or twice on the Sabhath, and then retire as 
if not one word of the sermon or service had 
been intended for them. They read the Bible 
now and then, but with far less interest than 
they commonly read the newspaper. They 
hurry through a brief and heartless prayer 
morning and evening, as if an apology for living 
all the day long without any thought of Christ 
and Eternity. In short, their entire conduct 
declares that the plea of waiting for the Spirit 
is only an ingenious excuse for neglecting the 
great salvation. It is as plain as noon day that 
the spirit is promised in answer to prayer. 
Math. vii. 7. Luke xi. 13. James iv. 2. And 
the celestial boon is only enjoyed by those who 
are in earnest after salvation. Look at the true 
disciple of Christ. He thinks of his glorified 
Lord, and says, " What wait I for, my hope is 
in him. I am nothing but weakness, but he is 
the Lord Jehovah, and in him is everlasting 
strength. He has told me that his grace is suffi- 
cient for me ; and never yet have I tried it, but 
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it has carried me over every difficulty ; beaten 
dowD under me every enemy ; overcome every 
temptation ; restrained every sin, and made me 
happy in every trouble. I know that of myself 
I can do nothing ; but, I know also, that I can 
do all things through Christ, which strengthen- 
eth me. And then this determined believer 
presses onwards to Heaven as though he would 
take it by force." 

These then are manifestly and altogether 
neglecting the great salvation — the mighty mass 
of the openly profane, and among those whose 
conduct is free from the grosser forms of vice ; 
they who experience no anxiety, no difficulty, no 
hope, and no determination; in other words, 
the worldly-minded; the self-sufficient; the 
desponding and the presumptuous. Header, 
has conscience placed you in either of these 
classes? Has it said to you, as you have 
read the discriptionof them, ** Thou art the man." 
Then do not try to silence its voice. Do not 
treat the neglect of which it accuses you, as a 
thing of small moment. It is plain God regards 
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it as a very serious matter. He makes it now 

the subject of enquiry and reproof; and what 

will be make it wben be comes in judgment. 

beware of thinking lightly of your neglect. In 

'the, concerns of the soul, neglect is sin; in- 

^4^fence is, damnation. '* How shall we 

^eagpe if we neglect so great salvation.'* 

Heb.'ii. 3. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Neglect of salvation the extreme of folly. 



Neglect of salvation ; unconcern about the in- 
terests of the soul, whatever else may be minded 
or gained, is folly the most extreme, and without 
any parallel, as will appear from the following 
considerations. 

I. — You are an imnwrtal creature. Elevated 
to the throne among your fellows in creation, 
you possess an undying souL There is within 
you a thinking principle, a something which 
feels and remembers, and imagines, and reasons, 
and wills, something altogether disdnct from 
matter, something which takes matter itself 
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under its cognizance, and is capable of weighing 
its ponderous masses as they roll majestically 
through trackless space ; or of analising its 
minutest particles, and resolving them into dieir 
original elements. Your body must die and re- 
turn to the dust ; but your soul possessed of a 
nature more ethereal and sublime will survive 
its dissolution, will outlive time and all its 
changes ; and when the sun, and moon, and 
stars are gone out in eternal night, will still exist 

in some unknown hereafter; live on and on 
for ever. 

** The sun is but a ball of fire, 
A transient meteor of the sky ; 
The soul immortal as its sire 

can never die." 

In existence you can never get out of it. 
Despite of yourself, you must live and live for 
ever. Myriads of ages — as many as there are 
sands on the sea shore — as there are drops in the 
ocean, and as there are leaves in all the forests 
in the world, cannot measure the length of your 
existence. Immortality — vast, unmeasurable 
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immortality, lies before you. Witli what tre- 
mendous importance does this idea stamp your 
being. But by neglecting salvation, you act as 
if at death your existence would terminate, or 
your being be annihilated. Is not this folly in 
the extreme. 

2. — Add to this the consideration that yonr 
interminable existence must he spent either in 
happiness or misery. Beyond the grave there is no 
neutral state, no state of mere being without 
enjoyment or suffering. Capable of the enjoy- 
ment of ineffable bliss, or of the endurance of 
exquisite woe ; you must either dwell for ever 
in Heaven or in Hell. Your judge will either 
say, " ye Blessed," or " ye Cursed." " Come," 
or " Depart." " Inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world," or 
'' Depart into everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels." Yiou wiU either be a 
bright spirit in glory, forming a part of that pro- 
miscuous multitude around the throne, whose 
hallelujahs never cease; or, you will be a 
blighted spirit in Hell» dwelling with devouring 
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fire, inhabiting everlasting burnings. Over- 
whelming consideration ! What a momentons 
situation is yours ! Ton stand on a small point 
of probation, betwixt the extremes of endless 
pain, or endless joy ! Upon the little inch of 
time in this life, depends the length and breadth, 
the height and depth of immortality in the 
world to come : two eternities, the one infinitely 
blessed, the other infinitely wretched; since 
never ending pleasures or pains do unavoidably 
follow the well or ill spending of this short 

moment upon earth. But by neglecting salva- 
tion you act as if these solemn realities were the 

creations of fancy, or the offspring of delirium. 

What folly is comparable to yours ! 

3. — Bear in mind that immortal bliss or tm- 

mortal woe tvili commence immediately after 

death. With death, probation ends. What is 

undone then, will remain undone for - evet. 

Eccles. ix. 10. As the soul quits the body, it 

either ascends to Heaven, or sinks into Hell. 

Nothing less than this is gathered from the 

parable of the rich man and Lazarus. '' It came 

i 
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to pass, that the heggar died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham's bosom ; the rich man 
also died, and was buried ; and in hell he lifted up 
his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham 
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom." Luke xvi* 
22. Having called in vain for a drop of water 
to cool his parched tongue, he said, " I pray 
thee therefore father that thou wouldest send 
Lazarus to my father's house ; for I have five 
brethren; that he may testify unto them lest 
they also come into this place of torment." 27* 
Mark, his brethren were still living, perhaps 
revelling in riot ; or, perhaps vaunting the praises 
of their departed relative. There is no sleep of 
ages. No. When the last throb of the palse 
teUs that life is departed.; when the dilation of 
the nostrils testifies that the breath is fled for 
ever, then, in that solemn moment the soul 
stands before the judgment seat of Christ. Be- 
fore the coffin is closed, before the last look of 
surviving friends is taken of the corpse, before 
the body is committed to the tomb, the soul's 
destiny for Eternity is decided— -its doom U 
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pronounced irreversible for ever. You are as 
near everlasting torments or felicity, as you are 
near to death, and every day is bringing you 
nearer. Tou are so near Heaven or Hell, tbat 
in imagination you may almost hear the songs of 
the redeemed, or the bowlings of the damned ; 
and yet you neglect that salvation which in- 
cludes a deliverance from the one, and the 
enjoyment of the other. matchless folly ! 

4. — Beyond this, remember that as a sinner 
you are in imminent danger of being lost Had 
you committed but one act of transgression, your 
situation would be alarming. One sin would 
expose you to the dreadful penalty of the law, 
but your sins are innumerable. If you reckon 
up those sins only which you can remember, 
the number is fearfully great ; if you let those 
which you once remembered, but have now for- 
gotten be added, the number is still more apal- 
ling ; but if you bring your unknown and secret 
sins to the account, if you let every unhallowed 
thought, and every wrong movement of the heart 
be summed up, no figures can express them. 
Tou have conunitted sins more in number^ and 
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greater in magnitude than you know or can con- 
ceive of. Your whole history is one of trans- 
gression in the sight of God ; you have done 
nothing all your life but sin. Tou are actually 
under the malediction of Heaven and obnoxious 
to Hell fire. Nothing but the brittle thread of 
life prevents you from destruction. Hanging 
over the bottomless pit, should death snap 
asunder the thread of life, you would fall into 
the lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone. 
It is a ' wonder you are not now in Hell. But 
for the long suffering of God you would be at 
this moment in darkness and despair. Now 
were there but the slightest liability of your 
being lost, any neglect on your part would be 
folly in the extreme ; but since your danger is 
imminent, impending, threatening ; since the 
doud of Divine wrath is actually gathering and 
ready to burst with all its terrific fury on your 
defenceless head; neglect of salvation is not 
only the extreme of folly, but consummate in- 
fatuation. No language can be too strong to 
denounce and reprobate it. 

S* — The same appears when you eotuider 
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thai Heaven is aU€inable. Your ^ase is not 
Jiopeless. Deserving Hell as you do, and exr 
posed to Hell as you are, the way of escape is 
jopen, and Heaven may ie gained. The robe — 
the palm — the crown — the sceptre — the king- 
dom may be yours ! There can be no doubt of 
this. Millions are now in Heaven, and millions 
more are on the way ; and God is as willing, 
and Christ is as able to save you as he was 
them. Uore than this, the Saviour invites, and 
and the Spirit strives, and the Father waits to 
be gracious ; and angels bend with eagerness 
from their thrones to strike their golden harps 
in prospect of welcoming ^ou into their midst to 
share in their bliss. At the same time the 
church below surrounds you with aids, and helps, 
and encouragements ; all of which combine to 
teach you that Heaven is attainable ; that its 
perennial joys may be yours, provided you will 
only seek them. Were Heaven unattainable, 
then neglect would be a pardonable, inasmuch 
as all concern would be useles3; but since 
Heaven is attainable, since the blessing is placed 
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within your reacli, your neglect is highly sensur- 
able. Your folly is enough to make angels weep 
and the church sad. 

6. — Salvation is an arduous work and hence 
the folly of neglecting it. It is not an easy 
thing to escape Hell and get to Heaven, so as to 
be trifled with, hut an arduous matter. The 
difficulty arises from no insufficiency in the 
atonement, or insincerity in the Gospel, hut from 
the enemies which oppose the salvation of the 
soul. As Amalek opposed Israel so soon as he 
knew Israel was determined to go to Canaan, so 
the world opposes every one who sets his face 
towards Heaven. Now, it laughs and jeers 
and trys to rally him out of his concern about 
salvation ; and anon, it frowns and looks severe, 
and seeks to entrap him into ridiculous and wrong 
positions. The flesh too opposes. It fawns 
and flatters, and says, master, spare thyself. It 
persuades him to be absent from the sanctuary, 
to hurry over his devotions, and to make slight 
work of God's service. And the devil no less 
opposes with all his emissaries, by filling the 
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li^ind witli fearful doubts and impious sugges- 
tions. Opposed by these enemies, the pursuit of 
salvation is no easy matter. It is a warfare de- 
manding courage, energy, and perseverance. 
Such every Christian finds it, and of those now 
in Heaven, it is said, " These are they which 
came out of great tribulation." Rev. vii. 14. 
If salvation were an easy matter, a something to 
be performed at any moment, and with slight 
e£Port, then neglect might be in some measure 
tolerated ; but, inasmuch as it is an arduous work, 
80 difficult that the righteous scarcely are saved ; 
neglect is intolerable — ^it is extreme folly. 

7. — But this will especially appear if you 
contemplate those things for which salvation is 
neglected. Oh how trifling, how poor, how 
mean, how sordid, how contemptible, are the 
greatest objects of human solicitude, to say 
nothing of the smaller objects of man's wishes, 
compared with salvation. Wealth, opulence, 
rank and influence, are but as the small dust of 
the balance in the light of eternal glory. None 

of these things can satisfy the human mind. 

c2 
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Ask that man who has been the most success- 
ful in his worldly affairs, whether he has had 
his heart filled with its objects. Ask the 
avaricious man, whether he has accumulated 
wealth enough to fill the void of his heart : he 
has engrossed much of it, but he is not satisfied. 
Ask the ambitious man, whether he is satisfied 
with honours ; whether he has enough of the ap- 
plause of the world ; whether power has poured 
itself upon him in a sufficiently copious stream. 
So far from this, it has only irritated his pasr 
sions and rendered him more affected by re- 
proach. The void in his heart widens and he 
becomes more eager after glory. Alexander 
and Caesar, those mighty monarchs, who, each 
in his day, conquered the world, were far from 
being satisfied. The one is said to have wept 
because there was not another world to conquer, 
and the other to have exclaimed when in the full 
possession of empire, " Is this all ?" And if 
those objects on which men fix their mind, 
could for the time being, afford them satisfaction, 
how uncertain is their continuance. ** Passing 
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away'* is written upon every thing here below. 
Wealth flies, health decays, friends fail, and 
power itself is frail. You have heard of a 
monarch in our own day, who was firmly seated 
on his throne, having a hundred thousand of 
the best trained soldiers at his command ; but in 
one short week he was dispossessed of his crown 
and kingdom, and compelled, in disguise, to 
escape for his life. And at the longest, how 
short is the season in which those things can 
be held on which you may fix your heart. At 
death, the world and the whole circle of its 
objects will become a perfect blank to you. The 
sun will shine, but you will not behold its light ; 
the birds will sing, but you will not listen to 
their melodies ; the flowers will bloom, but you 
will not inhale their fragrance. Tour house, 
another will inhabit ; your land, others will cul- 
tivate ; your money, others will expend. Human 
improvement in every department of literature 
and science will coiUinue to progress, but you 
will not witness it, nor contribute to it. On 
your tombstone may be written — 
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** How lov'd, how yala'd once, avails thee not ; 
To whom related, or hy whom begot, 
A hei^ of dust alone remains of thee ; 
'Tis all thou art I — and all the proud shall be.** 

Oh, then, is it not folly the most extreme, 
and without any parallel, to neglect salvation 
for those things whose nature cannot satisfy i 
whose continuance is so uncertain, and whose 
duration is so limited. There was a man among 
the tombs who mangled his own limbs ; there 
was a profane Esau, who sold his birthright for 
a morsel of meat; and there was a heathen 
Lysimachus, who exchanged his kingdom for a 
draught of water ; but they were wise compared 
with that man who neglects salvation for any 
thing here below. ** For what shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul ? or what shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul." Mark viii. 36. 



CHAPTER III. 



Salvation urgently needed* 



Beaber : If your life has not been stained by 
flagrant enormities, and ii in addition to this you 
possess a taste ior the amiable, and the kind ; 
an honourable sense of integrity, and a feeling of 
sympathy for the wants and misfortunes of 
others; perhaps, you think, that you do not 
need salvation. If so, as no hope can be enter- 
tained of doing you any good while you remain 
under the baneful influence of this delusion, it 
is the design of this chapter to point out your 
true condition before God, as it is described in 
his Holy Word. Befuse not to read this chapter 
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because of its humiliating character ; it is no 
more humiliating than true, and if you be led by 
the Divine Spirit to apprehend your state as it 
is here described-, there will be then some pleas- 
ing prospect of your becoming acquainted with 
those blessings which belong to your everlasting 
peace. * 

1. — The word of God speaks of your being 
fallen and undone hy nature, Tou are re- 
presented as being born into this world with a 
nature corrupt and given to evil. Man is " a 
transgressor from the womb^^' Isa. xlviii. 8. 
" Foolishness is bound \v^ in the heart of a 
child." Prov. xxii. 15. " The imagination of 
man's heart is evil from his youth." Gen. viii. 21. 
This corruption of your nature is not partial, 
but lik:6 a deadly poison, spreads through every 
faculty of the sdul. ** The whole head is sick ; 
the whole hean is faint ; f^om the dole of the 
foot even unto the head there is no soundness in 
it ; but Wounds and bruisea and pntridng sores." 
Isa. i. 6. So corrupt lis your nature, that while 
jroa contlnve undet its Influence, tiolhint^hich 
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you do can be pleasing to God» ** They that 
are in the flesh (under the government of that 
corruption which is named flesh) cannot 
please Qod" Bom. viii. 8, ** Who can bring 
• dean thing out of an unclean — ^not one." 
Job. xiv. 4. In your natural state you are said 
to be under the influence of the devil. '* Ye 
are of your father the devil." John viii* 44. In 
" the snare of the devil." 1 Tim. iii. 7. 
'* Taken eaptive by him at his will." 2 Tim. ii. 
26. The apostle Paul in giving the darkest 
touch to this dreadful picture, declares that 
" the carnal mind is enmity against God." 
Bom. viii. 7. And your ignorance of God proves 
the truth of this appalling representation. To 
be ignorant of any thing by which we are 
continually surrounded, is a direct indication 
either of indifference or dislike. "We must 
either be persuaded that it is not worth a 
thought or an enquiry, or that the investigation 
of it would be unpleasant to us. Well, we are 
jiuriounded by all the displays of splendour, and 

power, and goodness, w\i\c\a.\)^e ci^^^Assa.^^^'^^ 

c d 
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JBtep and turn presents to our notice, as well as 
by every line that stamps the pages of eternal truth 
of God. He stands by ns on every hand. He 
has fenced us round with his presence. The 
fruits of his fingers and the sounds of his foot- 
steps are ever nigh to us. Now, if this be the case 
— and you cannot deny it : I ask whether you have 
availed yourself of these opportunities to study 
God ? Have you sought acquaintance with Him ? 
Have you studied his nature, his attributes, his 
government ? Have you learnt what He is in 
Himself, and what he is to you ? Have you ob- 
tained a right understanding of what you are to 
Him ? Are all these things familiar to you ? 
Have you sought them out ? If not, the reason 
of this ignorance cannot be indifference. Armed 
"as his nature necessitates him to be with 
such fearful powers for the punishment of evil^ 
1 cannot suppose that God is a Being of suck 
perfect insipidity in your view, as to be an ob- 
ject of mere indifference. No ! Tour ignorance 
bf God cannot be ascribed to mere indifference, 
hut to enmity. You avwd H\m\ '^ou tarn 
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l^way from the study of Him, because you dis- 
like Him. Fallen indeed is your nature, while 
you are filled with enmity against God. With 
9uch a nature, could you be admitted into 
^eaYen, you would not be happy there. Hence, 
an unconverted man, who was somewhat ac- 
quainted with Divine truth, on being asked 
whether in his present state of mind he had any 
hope of ^oing to Heaven, made this reply. " In 
9iy present state of mind, Heaven would be 
^orse to me than HeU.'' Fearful as was this 
acknowledgement, it was strictly true. 

2. — ^The word of God declares that you are 
iinjvl and polluted hy practice^ as well as fallen 
and undone by nature. ^ Eccl. vii. 20 Isa. liii. 
6« Bom. iii. 10. And your sinfulness will 
appear, if you examine yourself by the law of 
God. I mean the ten commandments, the moral 
law, which is of perpetual and universal ob- 
ligation. It reads thus, " Thou shalt have no 
other Gods before x^q. Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven a\joNe^ ox X)a»X \^ \si."^^ 
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earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
eaith : thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them ; for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous Gt)d, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me ; and shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me and 
keep my commandments. Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God in vain ; for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain. Bemember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and 
do all thy work ; but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt 
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy man servant, nor thy maid servant, 
nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that is within 
thy gates ; for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea and all that in them 
is, and rested the seventh day ; wherefore the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it* 
Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt 
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not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor 
his man servant, nor his maid servant, nor his 
ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 
neighbours." Ex. xx. 2, 17. Say not with 
the young man in the Gospel, ** All these things 
have I kept from my youth." Math. xix. 20* 
Did you never speak irreverently of the name of 
God, and never profane his day by trifling conver- 
sation and by seeking your own pleasure ? Have 
you never dishonored your parents by any act of 
neglect, unkindness, or disobedience? In 
nothing have you violated the truth nor injured 
your neighbour. Dare you appeal to God whose 
eye has been upon you from the flrst moment of 
your existence, and suspend your eternal hopea 
upon the success of your appeal, that your 
words and actions have never been at variance 
with His holy law ? Oh, no. And if you could 
do all this, triumphantly, think not that even 
then you would be sinless. The requirements 
of the law go beyond the actions of the life. A« 
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to actions, they are neither good nor evil, but 
as they are the expressions of the heart. Were 
you to kill a fellow creature you know there 
would be no evil in it, provided it was by mere 
accident, and not from any malicious design^ 
Bor criminal passion, nor careless neglect ; 
and if you did ever so much good to your neigh-« 
hour, yet if it were do^e by accident, and not 
from design, there would be no goodness in it. 
It is the disposition of the heart that determinea 
the character before God* When Samuel the 
prophet was sent to the family of Jesse to anoint 
one of the sons of that good old man, to be king 
over Israel, he was pleased with the appearance 
of the first bom. But the Lord said unto 
Samuel, ** Look not on his countenance, or on 
the height of his stature ; because I have re- 
fused him ; for the Lord seeth not as man seeth ; 
for man looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart." 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 
Laying his hand upon character in its very foun- 
tain and germ, God requires that we shall not 
Mly not do the things which are forbidden in 
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kis law, but that we shall not desire to do them, 
lu the transcendent light of his law, sinful anger 
is murder, and unchaste thoughts are adultery. 
The law of God demands perfect obedience from 
the beginning to the end of life, in thought and 
feeling, as well as in word and action ; abating 
ftothing of its demands, and making no allow-^ 
ance for any failings. Viewed in this light, 
what an awful mirror is the law of God for you 
to look into. Provided your words and actions 
would bear the scrutiny of the law, which they 
will not do ; if every irregularity of thought and 
feeling is sin, how numerous are your sins. 
What a multitude of transgressions have you 
committed ! But the Divine law does not stop 
here, since to come short of the law is sin, as 
well as to violate it. Read what our Lord hath 
said. Matt. xxii. 37, 39. " Thou shalt love the 
lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind; and thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself." Alarming repre- 
sentation ! Had you never done or desired to 
do the things which are forbidden in the Divine 
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law, but simply omitted to love God supremely, 
you would have committed sin, and sin of the 
blackest character ? Not to love God, is a sin of 
the deepest dye. Think what he is in Himself! 
He is the perfection of all excellence, for God is 
love ] Call to mind the relations he sustains to 
you! He is your Creator — ^your Preserver — 
and your Redeemer ! By sending his Son to 
die for you, he has lavished more love upon you, 
than upon the angels of his presence. Con- 
sider what you are before him. You are a 
moral being. Not like a tree or a stone ; you 
possess understanding, affections, and will. You 
are capable of loving Him. But have you loved 
God supremely ? Confounding and overwhelm- 
ing question! What a state of sin have you been 
living in. Though you have not gone to those 
lengths in open transgression, which some have 
done, your whole life has been sin, for you have 
not loved God ; and not to love God is all sins 
in one. Who can think of greater sin than not 
loving God ? To love the world, to love trifles, 
to love even sin-— and not to love God ! ** Is 
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not thy wickedness great, and thine iniquities 
infinite ?" Job. xxii. 5, 

3.— And the word of God afSrms that as a 
transgressor you are exposed to the tremendous 
penalty of the broken law, ^* It is written, 
(Sursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which ate written in the hook of the law 
to do them." Gal. iii. 10. ** Sin when it is 
finished, briDgeth forth death." Jamea i. Id. 
** The soul that sinneth, it shall die." Ezek. xviii. 
^0. ** The wages of sin is death." Rom. vi. 
2^3. The death of the soul is the penalty of the 
broken law, and nothing can be more dreadful. 
Banished Into Hell, the soul will ever be living 
without ever being extinct ; will ever be living in 
misery, without ever being annihilated ! Some 
idea may be formed of the death of the soul, by 
reading Luke xvi. from verse 19 to 31. How 
many sources of bitter Sufibring are depicted 
here, fiere is a distant view of Heaven, whicb 
the unhappy sufferer has forfeited by sin. Here 
is the recollection of past pleasure, to increase 
his present woe. Here is the consciousness of 

i 
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bringing others to the same doom. Here is the 
certainty that there can be no possible allevia- 
tion of his misery. Here is the assurance that 
all is by the decree of Heaven to continue for 
6ver; and if we were admitted there, we need 
not wonder to hear him curse the day that he was 
born — the reason with which he was endowed— 
the being which rendered him sensible only of 
pain. Annihilation would be sought after as 
the miser digs after treasure, and yet never finds 
it. Start not from this representation as the 
rant of enthusiasm, as things that ought to be 
dealt otherwise with. They are true, and if all 
could be told, there is no htdr of the head which 
would not stand erect with terror. We dread 
exquisite pain, though it be for a short con* 
tinuance. How do the hearts of the stout and 
brave sink within them, under the anguish of an 
acute fever or a broken limb. No man in his 
senses would deem it a light thing to endure 
such pain for one thousand years, for one year, 
or for one month. Who, then, can dwell with de- 
vouring fire? Who can inhabit everlasting bum- 
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ings ? Eternal misery outstretches, and over- 
whelms human comprehension. Nothing so 
appalling to contemplate ! Of Sir Francis New- 
port, it is stated, that at one time, looking to- 
wards a fire, he said, ** Oh 1 that I were to lie 
and hroil upon that fire for a hundred thousand 
years, to purchase the favor of God, and he re- 
conciled to him again ! But it is a fruitless 
vain wish ; millions of millions of years will 
bring me no nearer the end of my tortures, than 
one poor hour. Eternity ! Eternity ! Oh ! 
the insufferable pangs of hell and damnation !" 
How unutterably dreadful, therefore, is the 
penalty of the broken law, the penalty to which 
every transgressor is inevitably exposed. 

Such, my reader, is your condition, as de- 
scribed in God's Holy Word ; and, to disregard 
that word, is to seal your own destruction. 
Wherefore, as the sick need medicine, the hungry 
food, and the drowning assistance ; so you, 
fallen, sinful, and condemned, need '* the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal 
glory." 2. Tim. ii. 10. 



CHAPTER ly. 



Concerning the magnitude of salvation. 
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Saltatton is a word soon nttered ; in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye ; but its 
mighty import, no mind can fathom; and its 
glories, all time cannot explore. The redeaned 
in heaven do not i^lly comprehend it. As its 
glories are progressive in their development as 
well as unending in th^r duration ; as the evo« 
lation of one glory tends to the evolution of 
another — contains the promise of it, leads to it, 
and predicts another, and another yet, even the 
redeemed above are ever making new discoveries 
of its magnitude, and witnessing fresh disclo^ 
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sures of its splendours as they sing in concert, 
** Salvation to our God which sitteth upon th« 
throne, and unto the Lamh." Rev. viL 10. But 
though our faculties can no more adequately 
comprehend the magnitude of salvation, than we 
can measure the heavens with a span, or take 
up the mighty ocean in the hollow of one little 
hand : still it is to be dwelt upon, because the 
more it is surveyed, the more its magnitude is 
discovered ; and the more it is perceived to be 
an object of all others, worthy of regard and de- 
serving acceptance. In some measure its 
magnitude may be estimated by the following 
reflections. 

1. — Regard the stupendous sacrifice made to 
provide it. You havo already seen that you are 
a sinner, and that as a sinner, you are eTqu)sed to 
the dreadful pendity of the broken law. Mere 
repentance could not atone for sin ; because, 
though God is gojod and merciful, he must main- 
tain the honor of his law — defend his truth, and 
display the rectitude of his government. God's 
holiness and justice demand the punishment of 
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gin, and if sin is not punished in the actual 
transgressor, it must be in a substitute. To 
spare the sinner, God provided a substitute ; but, 
who was that substitute ? Not a prophet, not an 
angel, not the brightest seraph in glory,— -but, 
his only begotten Son ! Bim, the Father ap- 
pointed and surrendered to bear the punishment 
of sin, in behalf of a guilty and perishing woild. 
And see the extremities to which God the Son 
submitted, and the agonies which he endured as 
our substitute. Having resigned the throne of 
Heaven, and quitted those blissful mansions, 
where angels and archangels bowed at his feet, 
he became incarnate in human flesh. He did 
not assume our nature in any of its higher forms 
or conditions. Some are rich ; but he had not 
where to lay his head. Some are admired and 
caressed ; but he was despised and neglected of 
men. Some are surrounded by princes and 
nobles ; but his acquaintance were poor fisher- 
men. Sin, which brought him from Heaven to 
earth, pursued him through every afflictive 
scene of life ; and every pain which he endured 
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was a part of the dreadful penalty whicli was 
due to us. In Gethsemane he was exceeding 
sorrowful even unto death, and sweat as it were 
great drops of blood. In the Hall of Judgment 
he was scourged, stripped naked, arrayed in a 
purple robe, and crowned with thorns ; a reed was 
put in his hand, and in mockery, he was hailed 
** The King of the Jews." But Calvary was the 
scene of his greatest ignominy. There, sus« 
pended on the cross between two vile malefac- 
tors, he lingered through six hours of indescrib- 
able misery, deserted by his friends — insulted by 
his foes — and, in appearance, forsaken by hia 
heavenly Father, exclaiming " My God ! my 
God! why hast thou forsaken me !" Mark xv. 34. 
Oh, the extremities to which Christ submitted, 
and the agonies which he endured to provide 
salvation. Wherefore if any connexion obtain, 
between means and end — ^between outlay and 
return— between price and purchase — the sal- 
vation provided by the humiliation, sufferings 
and death of the only begotten Son of God, 
must be a great salvation. 
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2. — Observe the Divine agency employed to 
produce it. You bave $een the fallen and 
rained state of man. 

^Fallen I fiilleiil fallen ! &nen I 
Fallen from his high estate 
And weUttiDg in his blood." 

With darkness in his mind and enmity in his 
heart, if left to himself, the sinner would never 
be saved, however ample the provision 
made for his salvation in the work of Christ. 
He is like a ship half foundered in midnight 
darkness, on a stormy sea ; — ^masts gone — 
helm broken — and, compass lost ; left to the 
mercy of the winds and waves — doomed, by and 
by to sink, and be lost for ever. Without the 
Holy Spirit, Christ has died in vain. It is by 
the Spirit, and by the Spirit alone, that the 
things of Christ aje applied to the soul. John 
zvi. 8^9, 10, 11. The Spirit is not confined 
to the Christian ecDnomy, for since the beginning 
of the world hath no soul been enlightened, 
converted, and saved, but by his heavenly power. 
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Of all the moral goodness that ever bloomed 
in this wilderness world, he is the author. It 
was by his agency that Abel was instructed to 
offer up an acceptable sacrifice — that Enoch 
became an intercessor for his race — that Noah 
by his holy deportment and solemn warnings, 
was made a preacher of righteousness ; and, 
that in subsequent times the Prophets were 
enabled to write — and speak — and suffer— and 
triumph in the cause of truth ! Nevertheless, 
the communications of the Spirit were limited, 
partial and scanty before the coming of Christ, 
compared to what they have been since ; they 
constituted not the shower, but the drops which 
precede it. Hence the language of the Evan- 
gelist, " This spake he of the Spirit, which they 
that believe on him should receive ; for the 
Holy Ghost was not yet given ; because that 
Jesus was not yet glorified." John vii, 39. 
In the fulfilment of his office the Spirit does 
not supersede the use of man's faculties, but acts 
in conjunction with them. Phil. ii. 12. The 
Spirit could have access to the heart and accom- 

D 
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plish his work without the use of any visible 
means ; but, dealing with man as a rational as 
well as a fallen creature — giving him oppor- 
tunity to choose, or refuse — to yield or resist — 
of which every one possesses the distinct con- 
sciousness — ^he makes use of appropriate means. 
Among the means which the Spirit honours for 
the carrying on of his gracious purposes, may 
be mentioned, the written word of truth, the 
ministry of the Gospel, and the events of pro- 
vidence. " Lo all these worketh God with man 
to bring back his soul from the pit, to be en- 
lightened with the light of the living." Job, xxx. 
29. Through the intervention of these means, 
the Spirit woes and entreats the sinner, and in 
many instances continues to woe and entreat 
unto the very closing scene of life, saying, 
" Turn ye, for why will ye die." Ezek. xxxiii. 
11. But beyond the bounderies of time, his 
grace and power do not proceed. There, as he 
retires from warning and entreating, he passes 
his final sentence. Eev. xxii. 11. And that 
the Spirit strives with all, is abundantly evident. 
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Christ died for all. The experience of both 
saints and sinners testifies to it. Salvation is 
impossible without it. It is only on this ground 
that God can judge and condemn the wicked. 
You have been an object of the Spirit's tender 
solicitude and earnest entreaty. If not, why 
were you born in a land where the means of 
grace abound ? Why were you instructed in 
the truths of religion from your earliest infancy ? 
Why, in sitting under the ministry of the Gospel, 
have fears been awakened in your bosom, which 
you could hardly allay ? Why have the the re- 
proaches of conscience, and the forebodings of a 
coming judgment, been almost insupportable? 
Why have afflictions in almost every form 
befallen you, and sudden bereavements taken place 
in the circle of your family or friends ? These 
are surely the doings of Him who delighteth not 
jn the death of the sinner — the movements of 
the Spirit that strives with men. And, beware ! 
that while there are instances in which the 
Spirit continues to pursue the sinner through 

all the vicissitudes of time, to the very precincts 
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of eternity, there are also instances in which 
long before then he discontinues his gracious 
operations ; and as he retires from the obdurate 
sinner, he exclaims, ** Ephraim is joined to 
idols, let him alone." Hos. iv. 17. 0, my 
reader, of all the curses of heaven, may you be 
preserved from the curse of being let alone by 
the Spirit. Than being let alone by the Spirit, 
but one thing more awful can befall you, and 
that is damnation. Nothing this side Hell fire 
is so bad as to be let alone by the Spirit. The 
work of the Spirit then, to produce salvation, 
shews that it is a great salvation. 

3. — Consider the mighty movement made to 
defeat it. The devil is the avowed enemy of 
God and man. He commenced his rebellion in 
heaven, and then sowed the seeds of anarchy 
upon earth. Taking possession of this world 
as his fortress, his one single aim has ever been 
the destruction of the human soul. And what 
has he not done in furtherance of this object ? 
In him the scheme of human redemption met 
with the greatest opposition. He instigated his 
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deluded vassals to persecute the prophets who 
foretold it, to murder the Son of God who came 
to execute it, to martyr the Apostles who under- 
took to announce its tidings. Taxing himself 
to the utmost, he not only corrupted the men 
who professed faith in Christ, but also the very 
faith which animated their bosom. Onward 
ever since he has been persisting in his career 
of destruction. He is aware what heaven is, 
because he has lost it — he is aware what im- 
mortality is, because he is destined to it ; and 
his activity in the dreadful work to which he is 
devoted, proves how highly he values the human 
soul. No effort seems to him too* great for the 
accomplishment of its ruin. You may be slug- 
gish, but he is all activity. You may be care- 
less in seeking the salvation of your soul, but 
he is all vigilance in seeking its destruction. 
Full of all subtlety he presents his enticements 
in ways the most likely to command success. 
Now he tempts to the commission of flagrant 
enormities ; and Jacob deceives his aged father, 
David commits adultery and murder ; and 
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Peter denies his Lord and master, with oaths 
and curses. Again, he transforms himself into 
au angel of light, and gives the specious ap- 
pearance of good to evil, by representing 
covetousness as wise economy — pride as becom- 
ing dignity — and revenge as a laudable spirit. 
He does not present himself personally to every 
individual in the world at the same time, 
this would involve an impossibility. He would 
then be omnipresent like Jehovah. But if he 
does not present himself to each and all per- 
sonally, he does instrumentally, for his work of 
seduction is always going on. How is the un- 
wary bird caught ? Not by the finger of the 
fowler, but by his snare and gun. And the 
angler does not descend into the water to catch 
his prey, but reaches it with a bait at the end of 
his line. By this means he catches the fish as 
e£Pectually as though he saw and handled it. So 
Satan carries on his work. It is done mediately 
and instrumentally. And when we remember 
that he has a depraved nature to work upon ; 
that he has at his disposal the lust of the flesh — 
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the lust of the eye — and the pride of life ; and 
that he is the chief of a legion of apostate 
spirits, all of which wait the execution of his 
will : we cannot but perceive that he has power 
enough to do that mediately, which he could 
not do personally. Hence he is called *' the 
prince of the power of the air — the God of this 
world — the wicked one — the dragon — that old 
serpent — the devil — ^your adversary — a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour. We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.** Eph. vi. 12. 
Wherefore the mighty movement made by the 
devil, the great enemy of God and man, to de- 
feat the salvation of the soul, proves that it is a 
great salvation. But this will more fully appear 
if we 

4. — Survey the blessings which salvation in- 
volves. These blessings are pre-eminently 
adapted to the wants of the soul. There is 
liberty. By nature man is a slave of satan, 
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and yields to his requirements. It is true, be is 
insensible of bis thraldom, be is not conscious 
of bis bondage ; and so far from throwing off 
bis chains, be loves to wear them, prefering 
captivity to freedom. But no sooner does the 
Divine Spirit reveal to him a knowledge of him- 
self, and enable him to apply to Christ for sal- 
vation, than his chains fall around him — ^liis 
prison is thrown open — the irksomeness of re- 
ligious duties is done away with, and he enters 
into " the glorious liberty of the children of 
God." Rom. viii. 21. There is pardon too. 
Man is a condemned criminal as well as a slave, 
but God offers him pardon. Isa. Iv. 7. And 
what a pardon is this which God bestows. It is 
not partial, but complete, it extends to each sin, 
however aggravated ; to all sins, however 
enormous. It is free ; for, though it cost 
Christ his most precious blood, it comes to the 
believer without money and without price. It 
is immediate. " I am he that blotteth out thy 
transgressions." Isa. xliii 25. As though Je- 
hovah had said, " Even now while I am speak- 
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ing, my hand is passing over the black the 
crowded page I have spoken, the work is done ; 
and thou art free." And it is eternal. He 
does not let the debt stand over for awhile, but 
makes it void, and looks on it as paid. What 
a grand illustration does the prophet Micah use 
to describe the boundless extent of the mercy of 
God to all who believe. " Thou wilt cast all 
their sins into the depths of the sea." Not a 
few, but all ; not behind thy back, but into the 
sea ; not into the shallow parts, but into the 
depths of the sea, so that they shall never rise 
again nor be taken notice of, or remembered any 
more. ! joyful news ! pardon once given is 
not to be recalled ; it is a full, free, immediate, 
and eternal pardon ! And there is peace. 
Peace is the cessation of all hostilities ; and the 
peace procured by Jesus Christ, includes peace 
with God and peace within. Phil. iv. 7. Be- 
yond this, salvation includes a covenant ordered 
in all things and sure, all conquering grace 
to subdue corruption — irresistible power to 

protect from evil — unbounded goodness to 
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provide for necessities — unerring wisdom to 
guide in perplexity — immortal consolations to 
cheer im sorrow ! All this for time ; and beyond 
the grave salvation includes, 

A recovery from all evil. Carry your thoughts 
forward to the world to come, let millions of 
ages pass before you; look further still, and 
when you have thought what it is to sin, and to 
suffer — to suffer and to sin amidst tyrants, 
blasphemers, adulterers, thieves. Sabbath break- 
ers, liars, and all that is horrid and fearful ; 
then leain the value of that salvation which in- 
cludes a deliverance from all this. 

But this is not the whole of salvation. There 
is a restoration to all good. An abundant 
entrance into Heaven, as well as a deliverance 
from Hell. And in Heaven there is holiness 
and happiness eternal — a rise from purity to 
purity — from bliss to bliss, while life and im- 
mortality endures. Such is something of sal- 
vation. It is a great salvation — great indeed ; 
high as heaven — broad as infinity, and long as 
eternity ! 



CHARTER V. 



Requirements of salvation — repentance. 



The first requirement of salvation is repentance, 
and its universal necessity— its necessity alike in 
the case of the moral and the dissolute, the 
formalist and the profane, is placed beyond a 
doubt by that memorable admonition from the 
lips of the Saviour. Luke xiii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
Being one of the sovereign requirements of 
salvation, it is of the utmost importance to 
ascertain the full and true meaning of repen- 
tance. Were you making a calculation in 
which, by the error of a single figure you 
might loose all your worldly possessions and 



68 CHAPTER V. 

prospects, how carefully would you prove all 
your reckonings, and test the correctness of 
your accounts. But in giving attention to re- 
pentance, one of the indispensible requirements 
of salvation, a much more important enquiry is 
being pursued. If you err in a worldly pro- 
ject, the loss incurred may be replaced, but if a 
mistake is permitted where salvation is con- 
cerned, the loss of the soul is the consequence 
— ^loss which is final and irreparable. How 
important then the enquiry, what is included 
in repentance? And the enquiry gathers ad- 
ditional importance, when it is remembered that 
there is much included in a state of repentance 
which an individual may possess, and at the 
same time be devoid of true repentance. There 
are things which must exist wherever there is 
sincere repentance, and among these are many 
things that may exist where that state of mind 
is wanting. There is a certain extent to which 
an individul may go, and have the appearance of 
a penitent, but there is a further extent to 
which he may refuse to go, and in this he may 
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discover that he is not an evangelical penitent. 
He may thus tread the steps of the repenting 
sinner, and for a while appear very much like 
him, but when clouds gather and storms fall, 
there may be a drawing back, and this resem- 
blance may prove to have been a mockery. We 
learn from Felix, that repentence does not 
consist in tremor, agitation and alarm : from 
Herod, that it lies not in outward reformation ; 
and from the Foolish Virgins, that it stands not 
in an open and glaring profession of religion. 
Repentance is a change of mind in reference to 
sin, and includes the following particulars. 

1. — A knowledge of sin. The views of the 
penitent are changed in reference to the nature 
of sin. Once he seemed not to recognize any 
thing as sin, except acts of open and avowed 
profanity — such as lying, swearing and drunken- 
ness ; or vile crimes against the property and 
life of his fellows, such as theft, adultery, 
murder, and the like. But now, he sees that 
" sin is the transgression of the law," and as 
the law demands the obedience of the heart as 
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well as of the life, not only making sinful auger, 
murder, and unchaste thoughts, adultery; but 
want of love to God, the parent transgression, 
he perceives that there is sin where the life is 
unstained by atrocious enormities, and the heart 
free from vile passions. Once he was disposed 
to mock at sin, or to think lightly of it as an 
irregularity which might easily be rectified ; but 
now he views it as a great evil — ^heinous before 
God — offensive to the Divine law — polluting in 
its influence — and ruinous in its power. Once 
he thought that the punishment of sin was re- 
served almost exclusively for the unseen world ; 
but now he perceives that it is inflicted in time 
as well as eternity* Yes, conscience is the 
accuser, and providence is the reprover of the 
sinner in the present world. Many examples 
of this are given in Scripture, " Cain said 
unto the Lord, my punishment is greater than I 
can bear." Gen. iv. 13. And Jacob for deceiv- 
ing his aged father and defrauding his brother, 
was overtaken by a series of calamities. First 
he was banished from his country and home. 
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Then his daughter was shamefully defiled, and 
his two sons, Simeon and Levi, in avenging her 
wrongs acted more like assassins then men. 
And at length Rachel died, and Joseph his 
favourite boy was lost. It is an evil and 
a bitter thing to sin against God, for he says, 
" I remember all their wickedness." Hos. vii. 
2. " The sin of Judah is written with a pen of 
iron and with the point of a diamond." Jer. xvii. 
1. In this light sin is viewed by every penitent, 
and in this light must be regarded by you 
reader, before salvation is yours. 

. 2. — Conviction of sin is also included in 
true repentance. The true penitent not only 
views sin in a new light, but he is conscious 
that he is a sinner. All men allow that they 
are sinners — ^none can dispute it ; but, he knows 
it and feels it. He possesses an inwrought con- 
viction that he is a sinner — and a great sinner. 
Aforetime he might think that he was not what 
he ought to be — that matters were not quite 
right — that he had not any very great claim to 
the mercy of God ; but now he perceives that 
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he is altogether what he ought not to be — ^that 
he is utterly wrong — and that it is a wonder his 
soul is not in hell. He may not have lived in 
open profligacy, but he sees that his whole life 
has been one of transgression. When he re- 
flects upon his past life — sins arise from all 
parts, and absorb his mind with their multitude. 
There are the sins of his childhood-»-the ini- 
quities of his youth — the wrongs of his riper 
years — the sins of his hands — the sius of his 
lips — the sins of his heart ; his sins in company 
— his sins alone — ^his sins in business — ^his sins 
in his pleasures — his sins at home — his sins 
abroad ; his pride in prosperity- his repining 
in adversity — his stifled convictions — his for- 
gotten resolutions — his broken vows — his con- 
tempt of the wrath of God — his abuse of the 
mercy of Jehovah ; and above all — the slight 
value which he has placed upon the great sal- 
vation of his dear Son. Perceiving that the 
law in its spirituality extends to the innermost 
recesses of the soul, as well as to the words of 
of the lip, and the actions of the life ; and con- 



THE soul's errand. 7S 

sequently that he has been doing evil continually 
— that his sins have been multiplying as fast as 
his pulse has been beating ; that his sins are 
like mountains for magnitude, and like the sands 
on the sea shore for multitude : he is ready to 
exclaim, '* Innumerable evils have compassed 
me about ; mine iniquities have taken hold upon 
me, so that I am not able to look up ; they are 
more than the hairs of mine head ; therefore 
mine heart faileth me." Psalm Ix. 12. Fair 
and unblemished as may have been his outward 
life, he feels guilty, deeply guilty — guilty in an 
aggravated degree — guilty beyond expression — 
guilty both of omitting the commands and 
violating the prohibitions of God's law ; and so 
deep and overwhelming is this conviction, that 
he can truly say, — 

" My soul's desert is Hell and wrath." 

To all this, my reader, you must subscribe 
both in sentiment and feeling, in order to become 
a true penitent, and to be entitled to the bless- 
ings of salvation. 
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3. — ^^Repentance includes self-condemnatum* 
The true penitent not only knows what sin is, 
and feels that he is a sinner, but takes all the 
blame of his sins to himself. In nothing did 
human depravity develop itself so early and so 
basely as in a disposition to make excuses for 
sin, and to seek shelter from the accusations of 
a guilty conscieace in circumstances of pallia- 
tion. See our first parents in the garden of 
Eden. One charged her crime on the tempting 
serpent, saying, '* The serpent beguiled me and 
I did eat." And the other on his partner in 
rebellion, saying, '* The woman whom thou 
gayest to be with me, she gave me of the tree." 
Gen. iiL 12. And precisely the same dispo- 
sition has been manifested by all their sinning 
posterity — some laying the blame of their sins 
on their situation in life — others on their con- 
stitutional temperament — some on their fellow 
creatures, and so on. All are ready to excuse 
their sins in some way or other. It is surpris- 
ing how early — ^how powerfully — and how widely 
this principle of self-justification prevails. The 
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dullest are bright when they have to clear 
themselves. The in£Eint that can hardly speak, 
is ready in a moment with an excuse for the 
fault in which it is detected. Not so, however^ 
with the true penitent. He is aware that as 
far as he is sinful he is criminal. Whatever 
may have excited his sins, or whoever may have 
shared in them, he is persuaded they took their 
rise in himself. He feels that he is as much to 
IkUane for his sins, as if there were not an evil 
spirit to betray — a bad example to corrupt, or a 
temptation to draw aside. He lays aside all 
excuses — rejects all pleas of mitigation — aban- 
dons all desire of self-vindication ; takes all the 
blame of his sins to himself — ascribes their 
origin to his own wicked heart — and neither 
pleads, nor wishes to plead any extenuation. 
His language is, '* I abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes." Job. xiii. 6. " Woe is me ! 
for I am undone." Isa. vi. 5. " God be 
merciful to me a sinner." Luke xviii. 13. Now 
this state of mind is indispensible to true re- 
pentance. Where there is a self-justifying 
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spirit, there is no sincere repentance. No, 
reader, never till yoa stand stripped of every 
excuse — dumb as to every plea — taking all the 
blame of your sins to yourself, and pronouncing 
your own condemnation, can you be a true 
penitent. 

4. — Sorrow for sin forms a part of repen- 
tance. Unless a person mourns for his sins, 
he cannot be said to repent of them. Though 
repentance does not consist in sorrow, there is 
no repentance without it. In some instances 
this sorrow is most pungent. And how 
much is there to produce deep sorrow in 
the heart of the penitent. There is not 
merely the recollection of innumerable sins, but 
of the fatal influence which those sins have 
exerted. One sin strikes a thousand blows, 
while it seems to aim at striking only one. 
It is a deadly sting which diffuses its poison far 
and wide. A godless parent, generally, has 
godless children. A master cannot sin without 
emboldening his servants to sin. One sinner 
destroys much good. This thought affects the 



THE soul's errand. 77 

heart of the true penitent. His sins have not 
terminated on himself, but extended their in- 
fluence to others. Perhaps they have been the 
means of confirming a kind neighbour, a de- 
voted friend, or a loving wife in the way of 
transgression. And, perhaps, he thinks there 
are some howling in Hell, that might have been 
rejoicing in Heaven, but for the baneful in- 
fluence of his sins. Dreadful thought ! To be 
instrumental in damning an immortal soul. 
Then there is the reflection of his own destruc- 
tion. Who can support the idea of the torment 
of Hell, especially when eternity is added. 
Yet, this is the idea which strikes the true 
penitent. He condemns himself to suffer this 
torment. He places himself on the edge of 
the flery gulph. He thinks of perishing in 
Hell — of perishing body and soul — of perishing 
for ever and ever, and almost aghast, with 
wonder, he exclaims, " Who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire ; who among us 
shall dwell with everlasting burnings." Is. xxxiii. 
14. But the principal arrow that pierces the 
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heart of the true penitent, is the arrow of Divine 
love. When he beholds his sins, the thought 
of God's goodness is overwhelming. Re- 
bellious as he has been, God has loaded him 
with benefits. He sent his Son to die for him — 
liis spirit to strive with him, his ministers 
to call him — and his providence to warn him. 
In ten thousand ways he has been wooing and 
entreating him to be saved. To have offended 
against such a God — a Being whom so many 
excellencies render lovely — is a thought which 
excites the deepest sorrow in his soul. Look- 
ing at the ingratitude and vileness of his sins in 
reference to so good and gracious a benefactor, 
he mourns that infinite excellence should 
have met with such base treatment from him — 
and that infinite goodness should have received 
so foul, and so ungrateful a return. Of Colonel 
Gardener, who for a long time thought that he 
should soon be in hell, it is said, that his ex- 
cessive sorrow did not so much arise from fear 
of hell " as from that horrible ingratitude he 
had shown to the God of his life." Hence 
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there is no true repentance without sorrow. 
Sorrow in a way, more or less deep, is ex- 
perienced hy every real penitent. The Apostle 
spoke of godly sorrow, and David exemplified 
it in a very affecting manner in the 51st. Psalm. 
5. — Aversion to sin is implied in repentance. 
It is Impossihle to repent of an act, without a 
'feeling of dislike to that act, and of self-loathing 
on account of it. So the penitent feels in re- 
ference to sin. He hates it — and loaths himself 
on account of it. And why this hate and self- 
loathing? Because of the exceeding evil 
nature of sin. See what it has done. It drove 
Adam and Eve out of Paradise. It deluged the 
ancient world. It destroyed Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. It drove the Amalekites out of the land 
of their fathers. It overturned God's own 
city, and scattered his peculiar people as 
vagrants over the face of the earth. It hrought 
toil and care, and disease, and death, into the 
the world. It sunk the pit of Hell, and lighted 
up its eternal flames. It hrought the Lord of 
life and gloiy from Heaven, and nailed him to 
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the cross. And no one knows what judgments 
overhang him for sins long ago committed. Nor 
is any one ahle to tell how many hours of future 
hittemess, one secret sin may have stored up 
for him. Sin heing so evil in its nature — the 
penitent hates it, and loaths himself for having 
committed it. As the wounded man hates the 
viper which inflicted the fatal sting, so the 
penitent ahhors sin which is the parent of all 
evil. And this thorough-going aversion to sin 
mainly distinguishes true, from false repentance. 
Why does the sailor — ^professing penitence 
in the storm, so generally hurry heedlessly on 
in the career of transgression, when the tempest 
is over ? And how is it that the sick hed 
penitent in almost every instance returns to 
levity and iniquity as soon as returning health 
removes death and hell from his affrighted view ? 
Because sin, instead of heing hated, is loved. 
It still holds dominion over the soul of the un- 
happy man, and in his esteem is as sweet as 
ever. Whereas, in true repentance, sin is hated, 
and as the penitent reflects ou Ms CoUy, infatua- 
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tion and madness, he loaths himself before God. 
And even, after sin is pardoned, sin is hated 
more and more, and the penitent sinks lower 
and lower in self-abasement and humiliation. 
Hence, God thus describes true repentance. 
" Then shall ye remember your own evil ways 
and your doings that were not good, and sball 
loath yourselves in your own sight for your 
iniquities and your abominations." Ezek. 
xxzvi. 31. 

6. — Confession of sin belongs to repentance. 
1 John i. 9. Confession of sin is due to God, 
because all sin is a crime committed against 
Him. It may grieve a fellow mortal — make a 
parent's heart acbe, or cause the pious to shud- 
der ; but, none abhors sin like God. No one 
ever yet pulled down a house, or laid waste a 
field, because of sin ; but, God having made 
this world a beautiful monument of his power 
and goodness — ^for sin once deluged it with 
water — now it is under his curse, and soon it 
will be swept away for ever. All sin aims its 
deadly blow at God — de&e% VXa «x>?Qft.wS?|^ vsiS^ 
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.abuses Ms goodness. In this light, David re- 
garded his sins. He had committed adultery 
and murder — two of the foulest sins that could 
be committed against the welfare of society ; bvt 
so impressed was he with a sense of his sins 
being committed against Grod that he could only 
think upon this. Falling down before God, he 
said, '' I acknowledge my transgressions ; and 
my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 
only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight." Psalm li. 3. So every true penitent 
confesses his sin to God, and in his confessidn 
there is no reserve. The man deluded with 
false penitence, acknowledges that he has done 
wrong ; but at the same time, he thinks that he 
has often done right, and in some way he ex- 
pects that these supposed good deeds, will oblite- 
rate his evil ones, by his confession. Poor de- 
luded creature ! This is not the case with the 
true penitent. He makes no reserve. He 

owns himself quite vile, and casts himself 
entirely upon the mercy of a pardoning God. 

He acknowledges that his whole life has been 
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one continued state of sin, and that what seems 
good in his history was done from no good 
motive — not having been done out of love to 
God. His confession is, Guilty ! guilty ! and 
his plea is, Mercy ! mercy ! Thus, David said, 
** Have mercy upon me, God, according to 
thy loving kindness ; according unto the multi- 
tude of thy tender mercies, blot out my trans- 
gressions." And throughout this penitential 
confession, not one plea was urged from any 
thing which he had ever done. He said nothing 
of his profession as a servant of God — ^nothing 
of the gold and silver which he was laying up 
for building the temple — nothing of the psalms 
which he had written for the edification of the 
pious, to the end of time. No ; his one con- 
fession was, Guilty! and his only plea was, 
Mercy! And thus it is with every true 
penitent. 

7. — ^And repentance includes the forsaking of 
sin. Regarding sin as the greatest of all ovils, 
and being filled with aversion to it, the penitent 

will cautiously avoid it, by shunning tiiose 

E 2 
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•abuses Iiis goodness. In this light, David re- 
garded his sins. He had committed adultery 
and murder — two of the foulest sins that could 
be committed against the welfare of society ; \mX 
so impressed was he with a sense of his sins 
being committed against God that he could only 
think upon this. Falling down before God, he 
said, *^ I acknowledge my transgressions ; and 
my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 
only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight." Psalm li. 3. So every true penitent 
confesses his sin to God, and in his confessidn 
there is no reserve. The man deluded with 
false penitence, acknowledges that he has done 
wrong ; but at the same time, he thinks that he 
has often done right, and in some way he ex- 
pects that these supposed good deeds, will oblite- 
rate his evil ones, by his confession. Poor de- 
luded creature ! This is not the case with the 
true penitent. He makes no reserve. He 
owns himself quite vile, and casts himself 
entirely upon the mercy of a pardoning God. 

He acknowledges that his whole life has been 
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one continued state of sin, and that what seems 
good in his history was done from no good 
motive — ^not having been done out of love to 
God, His confession is, Guilty ! guilty ! and 
his plea is, Mercy ! mercy ! Thus, David said, 
*' Have mercy upon me, God, according to 
thy loving kindness ; according unto the multi- 
tude of thy tender mercies, blot out my trans- 
gressions." And throughout this penitential 
confession, not one plea was urged from any 
thing which he had ever done. He said nothing 
of his profession as a servant of God — nothing 
of the gold and silver which he was laying up 
for building the temple — nothing of the psalms 
which he had written for the edification of the 
pious, to the end of time. No ; his one con- 
fession was, Guilty! and his only plea was, 
Mercy! And thus it is with every true 
penitent. 

7. — ^And Repentance includes the forsaking of 
sin. Regarding sin as the greatest of all evils, 
and being filled with aversion to it, the penitent 
will cautiously avoid it, by shunning tiiose 

E 2 
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•abuses Ids goodness. In this light, Dayid 
garded his sins. He had committed adultery 
and murder — two of the foulest sins that could 
be committed against the welfare of society ; but 
so impressed was he with a sense of his sins 
being committed against God that he could only 
think upon this. Falling down before God, he 
said, '' I acknowledge my transgressions ; and 
my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee 
only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight." Psalm li. 3. So every true penitent 
confesses his sin to God, and in his confession 
there is no reserve. The man deluded with 
•false penitence, acknowledges that he has done 
wrong ; but at the same time, he thinks that he 
has often done right, and in some way he ex- 
pects that these supposed good deeds, will oblite- 
rate his evil ones, by his confession. Poor de- 
luded creature ! This is not the case with the 
true penitent. He makes no reserve. He 
owns himself quite vile, and casts himself 
entirely upon the mercy of a pardoning God. 

JSe acknowledges that his whole life has been 
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one continued state of sin, and that what seems 
good in his history was done from no good 
motive — not having been done out of love to 
God. His confession is, Guilty ! guilty ! and 
his plea is, Mercy ! mercy ! Thus, David said, 
" Have mercy upon me, God, according to 
thy loving kindness ; according unto the multi- 
tude of thy tender mercies, blot out my trans- 
gressions." And throughout this penitential 
confession, not one plea was urged from any 
thing which he had ever done. He said nothing 
of his profession as a servant of God — ^nothing 
of the gold and silver which he was laying up 
for building the temple — nothing of the psalms 
which he had written for the edification of the 
pious, to the end of time. No ; his one con- 
fession was. Guilty! and his only plea was, 
Mercy! And thus it is with every true 
penitent. 

7. — ^And repentance includes the forsaking of 
sin, Regarding sin as the greatest of all evils, 
and being filled with aversion to it, the penitent 
will cautiously avoid it^ "Vi^ ^!K»L\i\i\:c^<^ •^^'%fc 
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practices, in which he formerly delighted. Wa.^ 
he aforetime profligate, — drinking in iniquity 
like water — ^lewd — drunken — a swearer — a 
Sabbath breaker ? Now he will be chaste-— 
sober — ^revere the name of God, and keep holy 
the Sabbath day. Was he, aforetime, a world- 
ling, revelling in dishonest gain — given to mis- 
representation, overreaching and oppression? 
Now, he will be truthful, honest, and reasonable 
in his requirements of those who may fall under 
his influence. Was he, aforetime, a careless 
trifler with Divine things — disregarding prayer 
— the Bible, and the sanctuary ? Now, he will 
love prayer — prize the Bible, and delight in the 
worship of God. So far from trying how near 
he can approach his former practices without 
pursuing them, or how many things he can do 
that are similar to them — without doing the 
identical things, he will try how far he can flee 
from them. As the man who had been bitten 
with a mad dog, will ever after have a dread of 
the whole species ; so the sin-bitten, soul- 
wouDded penitent, will guard ag,«m&ttl\e a^igear- 
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ance of evil. Hating what he once loved, and 
loving most what he once hated ; he will live as 
one whose chief aim it is to gain everlasting 
life. Observe, how repentance wrought in the 
early Christians. ** Many of them which used 
curious aits, brought their books together, and 
burned them before all men ; and they counted 
the price of them, and found it fifty thousand 
pieces of silver." Acts xix. 19. " For, behold, 
this self same thing that you sorrowed after a 
godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, 
yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what in- 
dignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement 
deaire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge." 

2Cor. 7. 11. ' 

Such is repentance. All the redeemed in 
Heaven, have thus repented : all who intend to 
' go to Heaven, must become the subjects of re- 
pentance ; and all who do not repent in this 
world, will be the victims of despairing and un- 
availing repentance for ever. This is the decree, 
awful indeed ! but just as it is awfuL ** "£.%.- 
cept ye repent ye sViaW «Si \^«^^^ ^'ccw^ 
Luke ziL 5. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Requirements of salvation continued — Faith. 



Faith is essential to salvation. Repentance is of 
nothing worth, only as it issues in faith. No matter 
what you may he, reader, or what you may do^ 
it is impossihle to he saved without faith. 
Though you repented with a hitterness of soul, 
far exceeding all that was ever experienced, 
still, as repentance is only a confession that the 
charge of your having sinned is just, you could 
not he saved. Though you abounded in works 
of charity, and were well known far and near as 
the protector of the defenceless, and the bene* 
factor of the needy, still, as the soul cannot he 
redeemed with corruptible things as silver and 
gold, you could not be saved. Though you ex* 
posed yourself to much personal suffering, and 
resorted to «e2f-inflicted toitntes, oi «. i^aJcai^ 
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surpassing any thing that the severest laws of 
superstition ever required, still, as the most 
massive chain, the darkest dungeon, and the most 
accumulated sufferings of the most wretched in 
this world, are a kind of heaven compared with 
the misery of the lost — ^with that torment^ the 
smoke of which ascendeth up for ever and ever, 
you could not he saved. Though you purposed, 
and though you accomplished a reformation of . 
character, outstripping every thing that man 
ever achieved for himself; and though you 
became to the day of your death, holy as an 
angel, still, as the law accepts not of future 
obedience as an atonement for past transgres- 
sion, you could not be saved. No, whatever . 
tears you might shed, whatever charities you 
might perform, whatever self-inflicted tortures 
you might endure, whatever purposes you 
might form and execute, you are within the 
flood-mark of Divine vengeance, till you have 
committed your soul to Christ. When he sent 
out his disciples, he said unto them, '' Go ^e 
into all the world, aivi ^x^^Odl 'Coa ^^^s^ N» 
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every creature ; he that believeth and isbaptized, 
shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned." Mark xvi. 15, 16. It is also said 
in another place, '' He that believeth on him is 
not condemned ; but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed 
on the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
He that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting 
life; he that believeth not the Son, shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him." 
John iii. 18, 36. " He that believeth on the Son 
of God, hath the witness in himself ; he that 
believeth not God, hath made him a liar ; be- 
cause he believeth not the record that God gave 
of his Son." 1 John 5, 10. See then the im- 
portance — the tremendous importance of faith in 
Christ. It is the axle on which salvation turns 
— ^the hinge of your everlasting destinies. It is 
that, without which, it is impossible to be saved, 
and with which it is impossible to be lost. 

As faith is thus essential to salvation, permit 
me to lay before you the object — the nature— 
sad the signs of saying faith. 
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1. — ^The object of saving faith, is Christ in his 
person, offices, and work. You are to believe 
that Christ is " the Son of God," " His only 
begotten Son," ** God manifest in the flesh." 
The Divinity of Christ lies at the foundation of 
his work. None but a divine being is able to 
save the soul. You are to believe that Christ 
is the one, or only Mediator between God and 
man. His character is as high as God, and 
as low as the sinner ; thus he fills up the infinite 
distance between God and man, and opens a 
way for God to come down, and for man to get 
up. '' There is one God, and one Mediator be^ 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus." 
1 Tim. ii. 5 You are to believe in the doctrine 
of the atonement, that the death of Christ was 
in consideration for human guilt, and that the 
dignity of his person gave such efficacy to his 
death, that by it, the perishing are rescued, and 
the lost are saved, in a way as satisfactory to 
the justice of God, and to the honour of his law, as 
if the actual offenders had endured eH^x\s&^6;ss% 
death. " We jo^ in ^o^ \)tawv^ wjx "Vssv^ 
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Jesus Christ by whom y/e have now received the 
atonement." Bom. v, 11. You are to believe 
in the righteousness of Christ. As we have no 
righteousness of our own, and as without 
righteousness we could not be accepted before 
God, he has brought in an everlasting right- 
eousness, which is to all, and upon all them that 
believe. *' Surely, shall one say, in the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength." Isa. xlv. 
24. ** This is the name whereby he shall be 
called, the Lord our righteousness." Jer. xxiii. 
6. " But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption." 1 Cor. i. 30. 
You are to believe that the work of Christ is 
designed for all, and that all, however previously 
unworthy, are welcome to come to God for salva- 
tion, without any exception. " Who gave him- 
self a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
tme." 1 Tim. ii. 6. " That he by the grace of 
God should taste death for every man." Heb. 
JL 9, And you must believe that the work of 
Christ 18 for you. You are not to coxl?»v^^x \t 
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for any "body, or for every body, but yourself ; 
you are to give the whole an individual bearing 
upon yourself. You are to say with the 
Apostle, " He gave himself for me." Gal. ii. 20. 
Paul tell us that the first thing he preached 
among the Corinthians, was, *' Christ died for 
our sins." 1 Cor. xv. 3., that is. He died for 
your sins, 0, ye heathen Corinthians — and for 
mine ; and this is the thing you are - to believe. 
You must believe that Christ died for your sins, 
and for every one of them. A Sunday Schod 
little boy, was taken dangerously ill ; one of the 
teachers went to visit biro, and asked him if he 
were happy. By this time the little boy had 
lost his speech ; but, putting his finger to the 
palm of his other hand, he repeatedly pointed to 
it. Unable to ascertain the meaning of this 
action, the teacher asked him again, if he were 
happy — ^if he had any ground of hope for 
heaven. At length the little boy recovered his 
speech, and repeating the action with his finger, 
he said, ** Yes, through him that was pierced." 
Here is the great object oi wva% \«>j^— ^^tssss^ 
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that was pierced. This little boy died happy 
with his eyes fixed on the hands that were 
pierced on Calvary's brow ; and so may you, 
but on nothing else. Christ in his person, 
offices, and work, is the great object of saving 
faith. No other will avail in a dying hour, and 
a judgment day. '* For other foundation can 
no man lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ." 1 Cor. iii. 11. "Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved." Acts iv. 12. 
"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the s6a of man be 
lifted up, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life." 
John iii. 14, 15. 

2. — Saving faith is Divine in its nature. 
It is a supernatural principle, implanted in the 
soul by the grace of God, in answer to prayer. 
Eph. ii. 8. Faith is the gift of God — the pur< 
chase of Christ — the work of the Spirit — ^the 
mystery of the Gfospel— -the iouiid^\i«i <^ all 
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good works in the sonl. It gives credit to the 
testimony of God concerning Jesus Christ. It 
relinquishes all for Christ. It rests on Christ, 
and on him alone for salvation. Saving faith is 
not a mere assent to the doctrines of the Gospel, 
which leaves the heart unmoved, and uuaffected 
hy a sense of the evil, and danger of sin, and 
the desire of salvation, although it supposes thi» 
assent, — nor is it that more lively and cordial 
assent to helief in the doctrines of the Gospel, 
touching our sinfulness and lost condition; 
which is wrought in the heart hy the spirit of 
God, and from which springs repentance, 
although this must precede it — nor is it only 
the assent of the mind to the method hy which 
God justifies the ungodly, hy faith in the sacri* 
fice of his Son, although faith is an element of 
it ; hut, it is a hearty concurrence of the will 
and affections, with this plan of salvation, which 
implies a renunciation of every other refuge, 
and an actual trust in the Saviour and personal 
apprehension of his merits ; such a helief of 
the Gospel, by the igo^ex <&^"^«^\tX^^^^ 
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leads us to come to Christ — to receive Christ— 
to trust in Christ, and to commit the keeping of 
the soul into his hands, in humhle confidence of 
his ability and willingness to save, and to expect 
salvation, because he has promised it. If there 
is no expectation, there is no faith ; for faith in 
a man's promise, necessarily implies expectation 
of its fulfilment. This, then, is faith ; looking 
for, or expecting salvation for the sake of the 
work of Christ alone, and because God has 
promised it. *' Faith is the sub^^tance (or con- 
fident expectation) of things hoped for." Heb. xi. 
1. Expectation of salvation, for the sake of 
what Christ has done alone, being faith, faith 
may be said to be weak or strong, in proportion 
as our expectation is more or less confident, and 
free from misgivings. " Our fathers trusted in 
thee, and were not confounded.*' Psalm, xxii. 5. 
3. — The sifftis of saving faith, are, persuasion, 
peace, and purity. Every person who believes 
in Christ, knows that he is a believer. " I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
^at be 18 able to keep that whic\i 1 Vi«i.^e com- 
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mittedunto bim, against that day." 2 Tim. i. 12. 
Every believer, too, enjoys peace. Immediately 
after tbe Ethiopian eunuch came to the knowledge 
of tbe truth, " be went on bis way rejoicing." 
Acts viii. 39. As soon as the jailer believed, 
" be rejoiced, believing in God." Acts. xvi. 34. 
And of the three thousand converts, on tbe day 
of Pentecost, it is said, that '* they continued 
daily, with one accord, in the temple, and 
breaking bread from bouse to bouse, they did 
eat their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart, praising God." Acts. ii. 46. If there 
is no peace, there is no faith. Peace is tbe 
necessary consequence of believing in Christ. 
Observe what tbe Apostle has said, '^ In whom, 
thougb now ye see bim not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory." 
1 Peter i. 8. And it is impossible for a person 
to believe in Christ, and remain unholy. Tbe 
truth of the Gospel is a regenerating thing. 
1 Peter i. 23. It is a sanctifying thing. John 
xvii. 17. It renews a man, and as it were, takea 
bim down, and makes \msi os^t ^«>s^% «l.^^x. 
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V. 17. True, some persons profess faith in 
Christ, who are none the better for it, and often, 
in proportion as they rise in profession, sink 
in practice ; " but wisdom is justified, of her 
diildren." Matt. xi. 19. Where saving faith is, 
there is purity. No man who believes in Christ, 
will be able to lie, to cheat, to swear, and to be 
drunken. Every true believer is Christ-like. 
He views things as Jesus viewed them. He 
feels towards time, and eternity ; earth, Heaven, 
and Hell ; God, the godlike, and the godless, 
somewhat as Jesus feels. And he acts some- 
what as Jesus acted. His ruling purpose is to 
be good, and to do good, amidst all the opposi- 
tion by which he is assailed from the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. Observe what believers 
have been, and what they have done in the 
history of the past, as a proof of the sanctifying 
influence of saving faith, and of the holy daring 
with which it endues its possessors. Who 
sustained the cause of the truth in the flrst ages 
of the church, when exposed to the most power- 
ful attacks from pagan persecutois 1 "ReYvc^^t^. 
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Who were the lights of the world during the 
long night, which followed from the fall of the 
Boman empire, to the dawn of the Reformation, 
protesting alike, against pagan and popish im- 
posture, and doing it at the risk even of life 
itself? Believers. Who, when the days of 
reformation came, stood forth as the defenders 
of the Bihle, hraving all danger, that they might 
restore to their fellows the free use of that 
Divine treasure? Believers. Who were the 
principal agents in perpetuating pure religion hy 
their piety and prayers, during the generation 
which followed upon that crisis, when it was 
placed in such imminent peril ? Believers. 
Who awoke the slumbers of our countrymen, in 
the last century, kindling afresh, the flame of 
devotion, which voluptuousness and infidelity 
had almost put out? Believers. And, above 
all, who have they been in past times, that have 
every where been scoffed at, as the pure, and the 
precise; pointed at, as being men of higher and 
holier aim than theu: neighbours? Believers^ 
Yes, true believeTs, cvex \LttN^ \i^«!L^ «^^> ^®^ 
fiver will be distinguiAeaL m l\i^ niwS^> Vs^V^- 
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nesJB, and for holy daring; sucli being the 
the leading, and unfailing consequence of saving 
faith. 1 Peter 11. 9. 

. Oh, reader, beware of the reluctance of a de- 
praved heart, to believe in Christ, and, remem- 
ber, that if you refuse to believe in him, you are 
guilty of the soul damning crime. John. iii. 18. . 



CHAPTER VII. 

Fallacy of prevailing excuses for neglecting 

salvation. 



Excuses for neglecting salvation. Why it 
might be supposed that none would ever be 
made. Yet the world abounds with excuses. 
Some plead one thing, and some another, and 
all something for neglecting the great salvation. 
Toa, reader, may be pleading some of those 
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excuses, wluch prevail in tliis sinful world — ^but 
see the utter fallacy of them. 

1."— Perhaps, you say there is time enough 
yetf I am hut young* I have many years to 
live^ I must defer the subject for the present. 
What a degree of impiety as well as folly, lurks 
uuder this excuse. It declares that you are so 
full of enmity against God, that you resolve to 
have as little of him as possible. It proclaims 
that you have so little relish for salvation, that 
you will put it off as long as you can. How 
insulting ! It is in fact, saying, that you must 
be permitted to serve the devil a little longer ; 
and when you become a poor worn out, en* 
felled wretch, you will then come to Grod, and 
cry for mercy. This is the language of your 
actions, if not of your lips ; and actions speak 
louder than words before God, as well as before 
meat. But you may not be able to embrace 
salvation at the time you propose. The lan- 
guage contained in Prov. i. 2.4, 28, may be 
addressed to you. You may find within you a 
heart more stubhtoxu iJawa «h«t* "^wv. \»ac\>ai^ 
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frantic or senseless with disease, or bereft of all 
your faculties, by some special stroke of provi- 
dence. God may withdraw his spirit from you, 
and leave you to a judicial blindness, under the 
curse of a reprobate mind ; thereby making your 
damnation as certain, as though you were now 
in hell. It is a solemn fact, that very few 
embrace salvation in old age; so few, as to 
warn the young not to expect to do so, if it is 
neglected in youth. But, what reason have you 
to presume that your term of probation will last 
till old age ? Nay, who has given you a guaran* 
tee that it will last one year, or even one hour ? 
James iv. 14. You see that your fellow 
creatures die in every possible variety of circum- 
stances : at home, in the field, on journeys, in 
bed, and at table. From the common scene of 
amusement, of business, and of idleness, how 
many are unexpectedly summoned into eternity. 
And are you proof against the shafts of death ? 
Be not deceived. The hour may be at hand, 
when some fierce disease shall thrill through 
your frame, and choke the fouixtam oi\\i«« T<i 
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day, you may be strong in the enjoyment oi 
health : to morrow, the colour of your cheeks 
may be exchanged for a mortal paleness, and 
your body may be clothed in the attire of the 
grave. Young as you may be, you are not too 
young to die, nor too young to be lost for ever, 
if you die in sin. You cannot enter a grave^ 
yard, without finding there graves of persons of 
all ages. There is the grave of the infant of a 
span, as well as the grave of the man with his 
threescore years and ten. A little boy once 
went into a graveyard, and finding there a very 
short grave, which had been dug for a 
smaller child than himself; he lay down upon 
it, and when he found how much shorter it was 
than himself, he began from that hour to seek 
and serve the Lord. May you see the fallacy 
of this excuse, and be as wise as that little boy. 
2. — ^If your condition in life is humble, you 
may say / am poor and ignorant^ and as many 
of the toeaUhy and learned neglect salvation^ 
I need not be anxious about it. Nowhere Idl 
Scripture are the ^e«MK^ «eA \««rfta^ -c^sbsw- 
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tioned as patterns of concern about salvation : 
on the other hand they are frequently represen- 
ted as being indifferent about it, and against 
them, some of the severest denunciations are 
levelled. None can be poorer than the Saviour, 
not having where to lay his head : his Apostles 
ii^ere principally gathered from the ranks of the 
poor ; and in all ages, the poor have constituted 
the larger portion of his followers. The Gospel is 
adapted to the minds of the unlearned, and by al* 
lusion to the ordinary occupations of life, its doc* 
trines are brought down to the level of the humblest 
capacity. You see then, the utter fallacy of this 
excuse for neglecting salvation. Let the wealthy 
and learned pursue their course of unconcern if 
they please, they are no guide for you. Poor 
as you are, you may become rich in faith ; and 
ignorant as you are, you may be made wise unto 
salvation. 

3. — Probably you say / might not neglect 

salvation if I had more time to spare^ and less 

in the world to care about. Time to spare! 

•^ £"00(1 economy you may liave Qi\)i\mJ\axL^ ^1 
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time for all purposes of salvation. Look at 
Daniel in the court of Babylon. Busy as he 
was, having the cares of a great empire upon 
his mind, he found time to mind the salvation 
of his soul, and is held forth in scripture as a 
model of devotion. Time to spare ! You know 
that you actually do find time for the merest 
vanities, and that for whatever you choose, you 
can make a sufficiency of time. Time to spare ! 
Why all time stands related to eternity, and if 
in the use of it, you suffer this relation to 
be broken — ^your time however employed, is 
squandered and lost. 0, my reader, whatever 
else you may have to care abouti the salvation 
of your soul should be the first object of your 
solicitude. Every thing else should be regarded 
as inferior, and treated as nothing compared with 
this. Whatever else is neglected, time should 
be found for this. What should you think of a 
condemned criminal, who would say that he had 
so many things to attend to, that he had not 
time to apply for pardon, which he might obtausi 
by asking for : ox, vilaal 'vroviXi^^wsu nJdm^ ^'^ "^ 
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dying man, were he to say, that he had not time, 
to take the medicine, which might he the means of 
saving his life. Why, you would think that they 
were hoth infatuated, for what would any thing 
in this world avail them, when their life was 
gone. But the infatuation of these supposed 
individuals is nothing, compared with that of 
the man, who says that he has no time to spare 
to mind the salvation of his soul. The loss of 
life is nothing to the loss of the soul. The 
folly of the man who might trifle in view of the 
gallows, is not to be compared with his^ who 
trifles on the edge of the bottomless pit. 
Eternal salvation is the great end of life, get 
what you will, if you loose this, you have missed 
the purpose of your existence. If you could 
amass all the riches in the world — if you could 
ascend the throne of universal empire — ^if you 
could by the most profound discoveries in 
science ; or the most gigantic achievements in 
literature, make all nations glow with the fame 
of your doings, and transmit your name with 
g:lory to the latest posterity \ s^ \£ '^ou neg- 
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lected the salvation of your soul, the end of life 
would be defeated. Whatever you may do 
or get, life will be a faUure— a lost adventure, 
if you do not obtain salvation. The lot of the 
poorest creature that ever entered heaven, 
through faith in the blood of the Lamb ; 
although, he had but a glimmering of intellect, 
no more than enough of understanding, to 
perceive the nature of repentance; although, 
ha spent his life in the midst of the most abject 
poverty ; although, when he died he was buried 
in a parish coffin, and had not a solitary 
mourner to iked, a tear at his grave, is 
infinitely to be preferred to that of the wealthi- 
est peer — the greatest warrioi— -the most 
finished scholar that ever existed-— if he died 
without saving futh in Christ Jesus. The 
meanest place in heaven, ia infinitdy greater 
than the highest pkce on earth. Since then^ 
the world, and time, and all its concerns, will 
soon be a perfect blank to y«a; see the utter 
fallacy of your excuse for negleclm^ ^<^^vis^^ 
"I have not time to a^we, \\mw^ ^^ tsssvj2o.Nsv 
the world to care aboul.'* 
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4. — Possibly yon may say / cannot obtain 
salvation in. my present situation^ for my 
parents are irreligious^ and my employment 
lies among ungodly people. The example of 
irreligious parents is undoubtedly bad. Their 
influence cannot be otherwise than baneful. 
Nevertheless, the children of many irreligious 
parents have obtained salvation. Not a few are 
now in heaven, and not a few are still on the way, 
who have met with nothing but discouragement 
and opposition from their parents. Look at Amon, 
the father of Josiah. He was a very monster of 
wickedness, waxing worse and worse. So vile 
was he, that at length he was murdered in his 
house, by his own servants. And yet of Josiah his 
son, it is said, " Tn the eighth year of his reign, 
while he was yet young, he began to seek after 
the God of David." 2 Chron. xxxiv. 3 ; and 
what Josiah did, by the grace of God, you may 
do. True it is painful to be employed with the 
ungodly, to hear nothing but profanity ; and to 
see nothing but what is wicked, from day to 
^ajr, Jiay, more I It is difl^cxvVt \.o ^\.i\Tk 
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salvation under these circumstances, but it is 
not impossible. Think of Josiah's difficulties. 
He was surrounded by a complete idolatrous 
nation ; scenes of gross idolatry were presented 
to him on every hand; and yet he faced the 
whole, and was religious and good, while all the 
rest were vile and vicious. But you say, he 
was a King ; then the greater his danger, and 
the more numerous the temptations to which he 
was exposed. There is not a situation in which 
an individual may not obtain salvation, if he will 
but seek it aright. The thought that he cannot, 
is only a delusion. The plea of inability is 
only an excuse, a mere pretence suggested by 
the devil, to justify cold apathy and criminal 
unconcern about salvation. 0, beware of his 
devices ! 

5. — I might seek salvation, but it loill 
spoil aU my happiness, and make me gloomy. 
Salvation spoil all your happiness ! What, 
happiness? Are you happy without salvation? 
The world may promise you. Il^y^\sl^<&^^ ^ssi^. 
does it fulfil its pTom\se X 0\\, tw^\ ^^ ^^ 
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you nay, it cannot make you happy. You 
may clothe yourself in the hest attirfrrr-you 
may seek the company of the light and the 
gay^'^you may spend your Sundays i;ix what 
you may call innocent recreations-r-you may 
visit places of amusement-^hut with bJI yo« 
may do, the world cannot fill your aoul, and 
make you happy. You know you are a peHiect 
stranger to any thing like sound peaoe» aad 
suhstantial enjoyment* In the . absence of 
salvation, you have no happiness to be sailed. 
And, salvation make you glooomy ! Ne> it 
cannot ! It brightens the day of pirospei^ty^ 
and sweetens the cup of adversity. It enalo]^ 
Paul and Silas, to sing at midnight, in the 
dungeon at Philippi; while their backa w^[t 
smarting under the lash of superstition^ 99i 
their feet made fast in the stocks. It has 
enabled many a martyr to sing halleli\jah 9X 
the stake, while he body was wrapped in the 
consuming fiame. And in numberless instan- 
ces, it Ijias enabled the bereaved n^other, t^ 
resign her lovely babe, with sweet sereoity^ to 
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the Will of God ; and given patience, and peace, 
and joy, and triumph, and expectation, to many 
a hereaved hushand ; in scenes, that wring the 
heart with agony, ahd when the hest consola- 
tiond of philosophy, would he cold and comfort^ 
less^ No, my reader, salviatibn is not a gloomy, 
diing ! Angels are not gloomy, and men would 
not he gloomy, hut| for the want of salvation. 
Daring your progress through life, you are lia- 
ble to many sotrowS ; under which, nothing hat 
salvation can sustain youa And when you com^ 
to the hour death, he assured, that will he a 
dull and melancholy hour^ without salvation. 
Ton may haVe a skilful siirgeon to attend you ; k 
circle of weeping friends to surround you ; the 
gentle tremhliiig hand of a mother^ a sister, or 
a wife^ to wipe away the cold sweat from your 
&ce ; but after all, that will be a dull^ a sad| 
and melancholy soene ; if you have no interce* 
ding Saviouil-'Hio reconciled God — no hope, nor 
heaven beyond the graven Salvation, including 
all that the soul needs for time alid eternity, 
removes gloom, and ms^Vi^^ \ks^^ ^et^swS:^^ ^^ 
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is a poor, foolish, distracted world, that affirms 
the contrary ; speaking evil, of what it knows 
not. Heed not then what it says. 

6.— j8f«< salvation would expose me to the 
sneer and ridicule of my acquaintance. Per- 
haps not. Your decision might be the means 
of their salvation. Then, instead of having 
scorn and derision ; you would receive blessing 
and praise. But even in case you should be 
ridicnied, in the pmsiiit of saivatioii; whst 
then ? Is this so grave a matter, that to 
escape it, you should neglect salvation, and be 
lost ? The Redeemer was most shamefully deri- 
ded by the world : and shall he submit to such 
derision for you ? and will you refuse to expose 
yourself, to a small measure of ridicule for him ? 
If you are afraid of seeking salvation, lest you 
should have to encounter the sneer and taunt of 
your acquaintance ; ask yourself, which is the 
more to be dreaded, the scorn and derision of 
frail mortals, or the frown and wrath of 
Almighty God. Is it not infinitely preferable 
^ go to Heaven, though 70U «x« tenikd at 
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every step and turn for doing so ; than to go 
to Hell, though a thoughtless and giddy world, 
applaud you at every place, for your choice ? 
Will you, then, to escape the scorn and derision 
of your acquaintance, lose Heaven with all its 
hlessedness ; and run into Hell with aU its 
wretchedness and misery ? 0, never ! 

7« — / have seen and heard so much of 
professors of salvation, that I think they 
are all alike, false and hypocritical. And 
suppose they were, this would not alter 
the nature of religion. Its realities would he 
the same. Death and judgment would he as 
near — ^heaven or hell would he as certainly the 
dwelling-place of every individual — the smile of 
God would be as precious — and his frown as 
dreadful — and your obligations as binding — if 
every professor were false and hypocritical. 
As any system of philosophy is the same, 
though its professors are not philosophers : so 
religion is the same, though its professors are 
not saints. Whatever its professors may be, 
religion in all its solemn. it^\\i^<&^%xsk^^^'i^^ 
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obligations is the same; unchanged, and un- 
changing. You have not to answer for others, 
hut for yourself. Salvation is a personal thing. 
But, all professors of religion are not false and 
hypocritical, because some are no more than 
that — all money is bad, because some coun- 
terfeit money is in circulation. Hypocrisy is 
the exception, and not the rule. And perhaps, 
even those individuals, whom you think false 
and hypocritical, are the reverse. They may 
be sincere in heart, but were unhappily drawn 
aside in an evil hour, and led to commit those 
faults, which have awakened your displeasure ; 
but which have given them, deep and lasting 
sorrow. Should this be the case, their unhappy 
fall rather deserves your pity than censure ; and 
at any rate, is no reason why you should neglect 
salvation. Are you to slay yourself, because 
they wounded themselves? 0, do not then, 
because some, in the main sincere, may by sin 
have injured their own souls ; cast yours into . 
the lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone. 
6. — I do not see what need there is for being. 
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SO very religious^ and cannot think it is needful 
to make so much exertion to be saved* To be 
moral is very well^ but there can be no necessity 
for so much ado to get to Heaven. But what do 
you mean by being so very religious ? You can 
have no religion at all, unless you be in earnest; 
ReHgion to be any thing ; must be every thing, 
or it will avail nothing. It is necessary to be 
wholly given up to the glory of God. It is not 
enough to be religious on the whole ; you niust 
be wholly religious, or you can never get to 
heaven. Bead what the word of God says, 
Luke xiii. 24; 2 Peter i. 10; PhU. ii. 12. 
And exertion is needful from the nature of the 
case. The world, the flesh, and the devil, are 
to be overcome. Hell is to be escaped, and 
heaven is to be gained. AU this requires effort 
—great and untiring effort. Too much exertion 
cannot be made. None on a dying bed ever 
lamented having been too earnest in religion ; 
while thousands have lamented not having been 
earnest enough. And could you turn aside the 
veil of futurity, and see xVe -sHotVii Na NfJ^^^^^ 
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pure hastening — could you gee the great white 
throne, and hear yonr sentence horn the llpg of 
your Judge— could you experience, but for one 
short hour, the bliss of the redeemed, or the 
wretchedness of the damned ; you would thinly 
no care, no pains, no exertion too great and 
strenuQusi to make, your caUing and elecitioa 
sure. 

9.—- But you say / am so weak^ so umhh 
to resist the temptations of SataUf and the 
allurements of the world. Often when I 
Viould do good, evil is present with me* I 
am afraid to h^gin, lest I should not hold outt 
With holdiug out you have nothing at present 
to do. You must first begin. Unless you begin 
you can never end. Wesley, Whitfield, Watts, 
Doddridge, Henry, and numbers more began, 
began early too, and held out to the end. And why 
not you ? It is more likely that you will hold 
put, if you begin early. Habits formed in youth 
are the strongest and the most lasting. God ia 
sufficient for your preservation. He has engaged 
io keep and sustain those wlxo look to, bim« Isa« 
xl. 31. 
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In fine and in fact, eviery excuse for neglect- 
ing salvation, however fair, aild plausible, and 
flattering ; is false, and base, and dangerous ; 
having its origin in a depraved heatt, at the 
suggestion of the devil ; whose character, the 
Saviour described, when he said, '' He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in 
the truth; because, there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own : for he is a liar, and the father of it." 
John viii. 44. 



CHAPTER VIII. 
Guilt aggravaied hg superior advantages. 



Bef6re the judgment seat of Christ, it will not 
b6 a question, merely of guilt, biit a question 
of, how guilty. Neglecters of salvation will he 
convicted of all ftxe ag^v^^^A!Q^0A ^'^ ^«a ^gs^^ 
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Some will be guiltier than others, more inexcus- 
able, and deserving extremer woe. The admis- 
sions of common sense, no less than the demands 
of eternal equity, require, that unto whom much 
is given, of him shall be much required ; and to 
whom men have committed much, of him they 
will ask the more. Wherefore, reader, consider 
your advantages, and the aggravations of your 
guilt, for neglecting salvation in the midst of 
those advantages. 

1. — You dwell in a land distingmshed above 
many lands. It is impossible to be ignorant of 
the advantages you enjoy in this highly favoured 
land. I refer not to the extent of her dominion, 
far surpassing that of the Eoman empire, in the 
zenith of her glory ; nor to her insular position, 
in consequence of which she is open to com- 
merce, and well guarded from foreign invasion. 
I refer not to the temperature of her atmosphere, 
on account of which we are not frozen with cold, 
or scorched with heat ; nor to her diversified 
scenery, where are the sweet interchange of hill 
and dale, of wood and lawn. 1 i%i«t ivoX \a Vki 
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people, whose merchants are princes, whose 
trafficers are the excellent of the earth ; nor to 
her genius, so conspicuous in every department 
of literature and science ; neither to her well 
haknced constitution. No, I refer to her re- 
ligious advantages, for which she is distinguished 

ahove many lands. From Britain, persecution 
is excluded in all its severe forms, — ^fires, tetSt 
and imprisonments, heing now unknown. In 
Britian, religious freedom is tolerated. The 
Scriptures are found in our ovm language ; all 
are allowed to read them, and are ahle to 
procure them. The word of life is preached, 
and we can hear the joyful sound of truth as it 
is in Jesus. Liherty of religious enquiry, speech 
and action, is granted to . all. Every man sits 
under his own vine and fig tree, and none can 
make him afraid. And in Britian, salvation is 
not only spreading widely among ourselves, but 
zealous and persevering efforts are made by in- 
dividuals and commimities, to convey it to others 
afar off. The duty of each Christian to seek 
the salvation of o\Jiei%— ^^ ^\>Xl ^^ ^^ >ssS^set- 
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stood, and so faitbfhlly discharged, in the first 
and hest days of Christianity — is a duty re* 
cognized in our land, and performed hy multi- 
tades. By this means, salvation is being widely 
dispersed at home^ while Tract, Bible, and 
Missionary Societies^ are in active operation, 
for its dissemination abroad* Iii short, what 
Judea was in the ancient, Britian is in the 
modem world. Judea was the home of God's 
peculiar people — ^wherb stood this temple-^^ 
where lived the prophets-^where the Messiah 
atoned for the mischiefs of the fall — where the 
heralds of the cross commenced to unfold the 
glories of redemption. And so Britian is the 
seat and home of the trnth^ and its carrier to 
the ends of the earth. God has made her the 
conqueror of a large portion of the worlds that 
she may be a blessing to the conquered. She 
is the beacon land of the world, whose lighto 
beam on every nation, to guard them from evil, 
and to guide them to the haven of all hope. No 
Briton can glance at all this, without exclaim- 
"'S^f " It is A good land which \)cl<& Iivt^ qt 



THE SOUL'S SRRAND. 119 

God liath given us." Deut. i. 25. '' The lines 
are fallen unto me in pleasant places ; yea, I 
have a goodly heritage.*' Psalm xvi. 6. Dwell-? 
ing in a land thus distinguished ahove many 
lands, is a great aggravation of your guilt for 
neglecting salvation. You had better do so in 
any land, than in Brttian. Capernaum, which 
was exalted to Heaven, was thrust down to helL 
And to the Jews, God said, "You only have 
I known of all the families of the earth, therefore 
you will I punish." Amos iii. 2. 

2. — In this laud of landa you may have been 
blest with pecuUar opportunities of being saved. 
Are your parents religious ? If so, call to min4 
the valuable instruction they communicated to 
you, from your earliest recollections. They 
taught you to understand that important, as 
outward ordinances may be, the kingdom of 
God, consists not in them, but in righteousness, 
peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghosts They 
taught you not to account religion as many 
account it, a barely tolerable piece of superero* 
gation, another name iox ^^wvsifc^'Si «siSs. \wS«sv- 
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choly, but a sweet, lively, and joyous pursuit. 
They taught you that true happiness is not to be 
found in the haunts of vice, and he halls of 
dissipation, but in communion with God, and in 
fellowship with the saints. They taught you to 
consider the Sabbath a delight, to love the 
sanctuary, and to hold in reputation, for their 
works sake, all the faithful ministers of Jesus 
Christ. And while memory holds a place in 
your bosom, you cannot forget, that it was their 
earnest desire, their first solicitude, the grand 
aim of their life, next to their own salvation, 
that you should be saved ; while for this they 
prayed day by day, as you bowed in company 
around the family altar. And yet you neglect 
salvation. Oh ! how aggravated the guilt of 
your neglect. If your parents were not re- 
ligious, perhaps, you were trained in a Sunday 
School. If so, think of the precious instruc- 
tion which was given to you by your teacher, 
as he quietly gathered his class around him, 
Sabbath after Sabbath. Others in the same 
class with yon, may have been \iio\ii^\. \5i \fcA 
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foot of the cross, and found pardon there ; and 
amcmg them, some may be filling important 
stations in the church ; some may be engaged 
in the ministry, and others may be now in 
heaven ; but the instrumentality which reached 
their hearts, has left you unsaved. You may 
carefully preserve the Bible with which you 
were dismissed from the School, as a sweet me* 
mento of former days, but you are still neglect* 
ing salvation. Oh, is not your guilt great ! 
And perhaps, for years you have sat under a 
faithful Gospel ministry. If so, all the mo« 
mentous truths of religion have been brought 
in succession before your attention* The final 
judgment — its certainty-~its publicity— its 
universality — its impartiality-*— and its awful 
solemnity, has been again and again depicted to 
your view. Your attention has been called to 
the great white throne — ^to the descending 
Judge — to the opened book, and to the assembled 
millions. You have been made to listen to the 
final award, to hear the righteous blest, and the 
wicked damned ; to see iK^ cr^«ii\^% Ves^'^^sai, 
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and the yawning gulph. And you have been 
apprised, that before the great tribunal you must 
be arraigned, however unwilHag to appear; 
that so essential is the appearance of every 
human bdng, that if you alone were to be absent, 
the sidemn proceedings would wait, and the 
judgment would stop for your appearance. But, 
under these fearful representations, you have 
remained careless, while others have been urged 
to flee to Christ and be saved. Yes, you have 
sat under sermons, from which others have dated 
their conversion; and among them, perhaps 
some of the companions and associates of your 
former days ; but, on you they have been lost. 
Had an Apostle been your pastor, he would 
have wept to think that he had bestowed upon you 
labour in vain. Here then, is another aggrava- 
tion of your guilt. You have neglected salva* 
tion in the midst of peculiar opportunities of 
being saved, opportunities which would require 
more effort to abuse than to improve. 

8. — And in the course of Divine providence, 
many solemn events may heme befaUen you^ 
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You may liave been exercised with distressing 

bereavements, may have followed dear parents, 
fond relatives, valued friends, or lovely children, 

to their last home, and wet their couch with 
tears. You may have been seized with alarm- 
ing illness, been confined for weeks to your sick 
chamber, been reduced to a mere skeleton, and 
been brought apparently to the brink of the 
grave. Sad reverses may have overtaken yon 
in your worldly drcnmstances, so that yon 
luurSy dare to think of what you once were. 
Now, these are providential calls, loudly pro* 
claiming the uncertainty of human life ; the 
transitoriness of all things here below, and the 
importance of being prepared for another world. 
And how fitted are these calls to arrest your 
attention, and to impress your heart. But, still 
you neglect salvation— -you stifie feeling, and 
refuse to think on those things which belong to 
your peace. Like a man in a sinking ship, 
who will not examine what is the matter ; or, 
like a tradesman who fancies all is not going on 
well, but will not look lalo Va& ^^^^^Qs^&^^s9^» 
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his mind should be disturbed; so you may 
fancy something is wrong, but fearing to be 
made unhappy, you banish reflection, and refuse 
to think about God and your soul. In vain does 
God speak to you in his providence, as well as 
by his word, his ministers, and his spirit* You 
pass cooly and carelessly on* The very cir*^ 
oumstance that there ate so many around you 
in a similar state — ^which should alartn you*-^ 
sooths you. And soon you will hb hurried away 
to that place, where the world, which is the God 
of your idolatry, cannot deliver you* 

NoW| my dear teader^ with all the serioutotfii 
I dan use, allow me to ask you^ if you Were this 
moment to pass into eternity, and to be sum* 
moned before the throne of youf* judge^ Whbre 
would you stand ? Having neglected saltation 
in the midst of these superior advantages with 
which you have been blest; should you ndt 
stand among the guiltiest class which will Iw 
there arraigned ? Doeis not conscience teU yoti 
that you would ? And if it does, God is greafeeir 
than your heart, and knoweth all things. 
1 John. ill. 20. 
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Awful destruction impending. 



In t]iis chapter, I propose to lay before you, 
reader, the dreadful consequences of neglecting 
salvation. Incidental allusions l^ave been made 
lo thia anbject, in preceding chapters ; but, for 
this no apology is offered, as reference to it can- 
not be too numerous. Were an individual to 
apend but one hQur in a state of probation, 
which hour might b^ followed by a century of 
piisery, this misery could not be urged too much 
Qn his attention, during that single hour ; but, 
what is a century of woe, compared to an 
eternity of woe? And, think not, that the most 
fearful displays of the wrath to come, are incon- 
sistent with that spirit of love which tL<& ^^ss^^ 
enjoins* As tliey ax^ dfi^i^e^ \» ^bmJ^^ -^^ssi^Va^ 
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your danger, and urge you to flee to Christ for 
safety, they hespeak the sincerest love. On 
this ground, the warnings of the Bible as much 
proclaim the love of God, as the invitations of 
the Bible. It was because the Lord Jesus was 
full of compassion, that he uttered the most 
awful representations of future misery which 
the New Testament contains. It is con- 
fessed that the wrath to come, is a subject 
unmeasurably awful, and beyond all others 
affecting. But it should not be overlooked on 
this account. Were there no means of escapci 
then you might be spared the pain of contem- 
plating it, and remain ignorant concerning it ; 
but, as there is a way of escape, and as a know* 
ledge of your danger may be the most efOica* 
cious means of bringing your feet into the way 
of life, the subject is to be dwelt upon, harrowing 
and overwhelming as it may be. 

1. — Consider the certainty of this destmc* 

tion. It is not an idle tale, the offspring of the 

nursery, or the invention of priestcraft. Oh! no. 

Jlell is as much a reality, as that youVaN^ «!«*.• 



THE soul's erkand. 127 

istence upon this earth. Proofs of this assertion 
are innumerable. You believe the Bible is a 
Divine revelation ? What then, is the import 
of the following passage ? '' The wicked shall 
be turned into Hell, and all the nations that 
forget God." Psalm, ix. 17. "Upon the 
wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, 
and a horrible tempest." Psalm, xi. 6. " And 
these shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment." Math. xxv. 46. So plain and unam- 
biguous are these passages, that unless — ^with 
reverence be it spoken — God could prove false, 
the sinner must perish. Nor is this the only 
source whence this awful truth is to be gathered. 
It may be deduced from the experience of the 
infidel. Be may deny and denounce the Bible, 
he may tread it under foot with scorn, and com- 
mit it to the flames if he choose ; but he cannot 
rid himself of all fear and apprehension, con- 
cerning that destruction, which the Bible 
reveals. With these fears and apprehensions, 
the infidel is more especially haunted in the hout 
of sickness and death. l*ooV ^x xJwi \sSA^ ^^ 
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hit dying bed* See his agitation, and listen to 
his cries. " I am abandoned by God and maD,*' 
said Voltaire, " and I shall go to heU." '«Betire !" 
exclaimed lyAlembert, to his infidel companions, 
who had assembled in his dying apartment. " It 
is yon that have brought me to my present state. 
Begone ! I could have done without you all ; 
but you could not exist without me, and what a 
wretched glory have you procured me.** And 
even amidst the busy scenes and gaieties of Hfe^ 
the infidel is not always free from sorrowfhl 
forebodings of future destruction. Colonel 
Gardener, whose alert and sprightly manner of 
pursuing every kind of pleasure, caused him to 
be envied by multitudes, and to be called, ** The 
happy rake," when some of his dissolute com- 
panions were once congratulating him on hts 
distinguished felicity, a dog happening at that 
time to come into the room, he could not for* 
bear groaning inwardly, and saying to himself, 
" Oh, that I were that dog !" Now, as clouds 
bespeak rain, and as smoke indicates fire, so 
these painfad apprehensions decVaxe \Yvii\. i(^«c^N& 
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destruction for the wicked, beyond the grave. 
It is needless to observe, that the denial of the 
destruction will not disprove it. Suppose a 
criminal by some delusion, persuades himJself 
that the assize will not be kept. He goes on, 
but while he is engaged, or amused, behold I the 
trumpet sounds, the judge enters, and to-mor* 
row he must appear. Men may reason, dis- 
believe, and ridicule, if they please, but the 
scene neither slumbers, nor lingers. Death 
comes — judgment follows — and. Hell succeeds. 
A huge stone will not more surely sink, when 
cast into the sea, than you will sink and perish, 
if you live and die without the grace of the 
Gospel. The word of God declares it, the 
apprehensions of the infidel corroborate it, and 
your own conscience tells you this, much more 
frequently and seriously, than you are willing to 
admit. 0, then, listen not to those who would 
persuade you that there is no hell. Trust not 
your eternal safety to their baseless doctrines-— 
launch not into eternity upon such a i^ks&k.*. 
"Waste not your time vu. ae^Ym^ \^lvv.^^'s» ^Wn««^* 
Bemember, God liatk a«id, ^^Xoxa ^^^^^^^^ 
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with death, shall be disannulled, and your agree- 
ment with hell shall not stand." Isa. xxviii. 18. 
%^ — Consider the nature of this destruction. 
It it not intended to be defined and compre- 
prehended, but to be left to those forebodings 
of imagination in which there can be no danger 
of excess. " Who knoweth the power of thine 
anger? Even according to thy fear, so is thy 
wrath." Psalm cxii. 11. However, its severity 
may be estimated by the punishment which has 
been inflicted upon the wicked in this world. 
The antediluvians were swept away with a 
mighty flood — the cities on the plain were con- 
sumed with fire and brimstone ; and on the spot 
where those cities once stood, now lies the dead 
sea, a melancholy monument of the wrath of 
God. The Jews were carried into captivity 
seventy years, they are now dispersed through- 
out the world — ^the reproach of all nations, and 
their land, strangers devour. Now, if such 
punishment is inflicted upon the wicked in a 
state of trial, what will it be in a state of retri- 
bution. Then, observe, the awful descriptions 
given in the word of God of this destruction. 
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A great variety of the most terrible figures are 
employed to represent it. Hell is described as 
a " furnace of fire/' Math. ziii. 50., as a " lake 
wbicb bumeth with fire and brimstone," Bey. 
xxi. 8., as ** the vengeance of eternal fire/' 
Judevii.y as " outer darkness," Math. viii. 12^ 
as " the blackness of darkness for ever," Jude 
ziii., as " chains of darkness," 2 Peter ii. 4., 
as*' wrath to come," Math. iii. 7m as "the 
bottomless pit," Bev. xx. 3., " the second 
death," Bev. xx. 14., " everlasting fire pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels." Math. xxv. 
41. How terrible are these images! What 
must the torment be ? It far exceeds all the 
ideas we can form of it, as being mangled and 
torn to pieces by wild beasts exceeds the mere 
pricking of a pin. Next, see in what this de- 
struction consists. Whether it is material or 
metaphorical, it is not needful to determine, for 
be it which it will, it is infinitely horrible and 
insupportable, beyond all compass of conception, 
and above the reach either of human or angelic 
thoughts. Suffice it to so^, \)ci^x. \sl^^'^'«^ 
wifl be the loss of ail cn^oYBvctLX. — =tvav «^^'">^'' 
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stant cessation of horror and woe — not one 
bright interval — ^not one cheering moment. 
There will be the most earnest and unalloyed 
desires, — the miser seeking gold — the sensualist 
pleasure — and the drunkard his cup ; but no 
means of realising these burning desires. There 
will be remorse of conscience, from the recollec- 
tion of wealth abused — of talents perverted — 
of the Bible neglected — of Sabbaths profaned— 
of the cross despised — and of conscience 
drowned. Devils themselves will not be tor- 
mented with such remorse. There will be the 
vilest company ; all the black and debased 
spirits that ever cursed the world, with all their 
propensities and crimes together, with the devil 
and his angels. And there will be the infliction 
of the wrath of Jehovah, a sense of God's dis- 
pleasure, his just and righteous indignation. 
And if the wrath of man be as the roaring of a 
lion, more heavy than the sands, what is the 
wrath of the infinite God ? If the burning 
furnace heated by Nebuchadnezzar's fiery rage, 
vrben he commanded it to "b^ ma.^^ -si^X. %vq^^ 
times hotter, was so fieice as loAiUTii^NCii^^Wi^ 
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tliat drew near to it; Oh! how hot is that 
hurning oven of the Almighty's fury. Surely 
this is seventy times seven more fierce. In fine, 
could all the griefs and horrors that ever inflicted 
the human heart, or all the hearts of Adam's 
descendants in thi9 sorrowful world, he heaped 
together in one. extreme horror, it would come 
infinitely short of that desperate anguish which 
awaits every sinner in Hell. '* The pile there- 
off is fire and much wood, the hreath of the 
Lord like a stream of brimstone doth kindle it." 
Isa. XXX. 33. Think not that this punishment 
is too severe, or that this destruction is too 
sweeping. Sin violating an infinite obliga- 
tion, is an infinite evil, and deserves an infinite 
punishment. This death of deaths is only the 
wages of sin. And indulge not the delusive 
thought that God will he less strict, and more 
merciful than his word declares. He is just 
and true, as well as good and merciful. While 
he is a tender parent to those who seek him, he 
is a consuming fire to those who neglect huxu 
Wherefore, my deai lea^ei, *\i xJdws. V^sX ^s^'^ ^ 
spark of reason, heatkeiv to XV^ ^^^^ \t\coS^ -^^^ 
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would show thee thy danger, that thou mightest 
in time make thine escape and he happy for ever. 
3. — Consider the duration of this punishment* 
Alas ! alas ! it knows no cessation — ^it will never 
end ; it will continue for ever and ever. This 
appalling truth is sustained hy evidence the 
most ample and irresistihle. If the finally im- 
penitent continued to deteriorate here, under 
a remedial economy of grace, where are the 
Sahhath— the Sanctuary— the Bihle — and the 
minister ; is their character likely to he improved 
in a state where these means of grace are want- 
ing, and where all the elements of universal 
evil are collected and comhined together? 
Certainly not. And the punishment of Hell it 
not ezhihited in Scripture as disciplinary. When 
the Gospel was written, the fallen angels had 
been suffering at least four thousand years ; yel 
we find them no less hostile to their Creator ; 
and actuated hy no less malice against his 
intelligent creatures, than at first. Men of all 
sacceedmg ages, are warned hy Christ and his 
Apostles, againat their falsehoodi ftiidi ^^^'^t^^^^^X 
because, in all ages tbey woxA^ \m ^i2^^ «o^^ 
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seductive. Nor have we any proof that the 
punishment of Hell will have a different effect 
upon the finally impenitent, than what it has had 
upon the fallen angels ; and if they remain 
eternally unholy, they will eternally he fit only 
for Hell, where Grod will he just in punishing 
sin so long as it exists. Then, whatever may 
be the punishment inflicted from without, it is 
certain that its sting will he supplied from an 
angry conscience, and its hottest fervors from 
the enkindled passions within; and as these 
belong to the soul, as they number among its 
essential qualities, they will be immortal like the 
soul itself. Our Lord, too, has employed the 
same terms to denote the duration of the misery 
of Hell, which he has employed to represent the 
happiness of Heaven— thus implying, that they 
will be parallel to each other ; that the torment 
of Hell will be as lasting as the bliss of Heaven. 
*' These shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment ! but the righteous into life eternal." 
Math. XXV. 46. And not only has he used 
positive terms, wbicb, mdee^^ tcl-k^ \i^ \i»^«t.- 
Mtood in various degreeii oi \a.>ita^^\\s^'^'^'^^'^^ 
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also used negative terms, and a negation admits 
of no degrees : lie has spoken of final punish- 
ment as a state of endless privation. This he 
does repeatedly in the following paragraph^ 
when admonishing his disciples to suffer any 
thing rather than lose their soul. Mark ix. 43, 
48. The same awful truth is solemnly asserted 
in the following passages. " He will tliroughly 
purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the 
garner ; but he will burn up the chaff with un« 
quenchable fire." Math. iii. 12. "He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life : and 
•he that believeth not the Son shall not see life ; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him." John iii. 
36. To these passages might be added a 
multitude of others, declaring the same doctrine, 
in the same unambigijous manner. And apall- 
ing as this doctrine is, incapable as we are with 
pur present human feelings and limited faculties 
of comprehending the idea, for ought we know, 
tbe eidstence of eternal misery may hereafter 
be shown, not only to consist with, but to be 
even the necessary effect o! «i ^lU^ ^go^^eriL- 
ment, and of supreme goo&ne&B* '&«Ab'«V%x «el 
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euHancement of the miseries of the lost is their 

unlimited duration. Boulton says, ** The con- 

ception of the everlastingness of the torments 

when they have now already seized upon the 

soul, and hopelessness of ever coming out of 

hell, will be yet another hell. If thou once 

come there, and there most certainly must thou 

he this night, if thou diest this day in thy 

natural state, and not new horn ; I say then, so 

terribly would the consideration of eternity 

torture thee, that thou wouldest hold thyself a 

right happy man, if thou mightest endure those 

horrible pains, and extreme horrors no more 

millions of years, than there be sands on the 

sea shore, hairs upon thine head, stars in the 

firmament, grass blades upon the ground, and 

creatures both in heaven and earth. For thou 

wouldest still comfort thyself incredibly with 

this thought, 'My misery will once have an 

end.' But, alas! this word, never, will ever 

rend thine heart in pieces with much rage and 

hideous roaring ; and give still new life to th^^A. 

insufferable sorrows, wYAcVi \xi&cl\\.^^ ^w^^'^ ^^ 

expression or imagmatioii.' K\A \a ^^ ^'^'^ 

q3 
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indeed, reader ? Yes, it is as true as God is. 
Better then open thine eyes and see it while thou 
mayest remedy it, than blind and harden thyself to 
thine eternal sorrow, when thou shalt feel and en- 
dure what thou wouldest not now believe and escape 
4. — Fail not to consider that this destruction 
awaits you. It is not necessary that you should 
be a thief, or a murderer — ^a fornicator, or an 
adulterer — a liar, a swearer, or a drunkard, in 
order to be exposed to this destruction. Indeed, 
it is not necessary for you to do any thing. 
Sins of omission condemn, as well as sins of 
commission. Want of love to God is sin, and 
exposes the soul to the dreadful penalty of the 
law, the sin in which you have been living all 
your days, " Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them." Gal. iii. 10. But 
this is not the only reason why destruction 
awaits you. You have neglected the Gospel as 
well as failed to fulfil the law. Hence you 
have no means of escape. If an individual were 
stun^ by a deadly serpent, and leiuse^ \.o wg^Vj 
tlie only remedy, he must die. 1^«e \a Ti^ 
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alternativie. Suppose a boat to be carried by 
the current of a mighty river towards a foaming 
cataract where it must be lost, but there is one 
solitary projecting rock near which it passes, 
where some men are standing with a rope. And 
suppose the crew refuse to receive the rope, 
how can they escape ? The last chance is past, 
and past for ev^. They are borne along by the 
same mighty current, till at length they reach 
the edge of the cataract — are hurled over and 
dashed to pieces. Wilful neglect is their ruin. 
And as the Gospel is' the only means of salva- 
tion, those who refuse to embrace it must perish. 
And not only does neglect of the Gospel expose 
the soul to destruction — because there is no other 
way of escape — but, because it contracts awful 
guilt. It makes void the highest and best gift 
which Heaven has bestowed. Consequently the 
guilt of neglecting the Gx)spel is greater than 
that of breaking the law, and exposes the soul 
to greater condemnation. Hear what the Gospel 
says. ** This is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, asv^ \>a»X. cs^^'^ X'ss^'t^ ^^kx^«-- 
nesa rather than lig\it;' ^o\fliva.\^* vv^^NVe^^x. 
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belieyeth not, the wrath of God abideth on him." 
John iii. 36. '* If the word spoken by angels 
was steadfast, and every transgression and dis- 
obedienee received a just recompense of rewsurd, 
how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salva- 
tion.*' Heb. ii. 23. He that despised Moses' law, 
died without mercy : of how much sorer pun- 
ishment shall he be thought worthy, that hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God." Heb. x. 28. 
Wherefore, reader, as a neglecter of the Gospel, 
this awful destruction awaits you ; and when in 
meditation, you stand as it were, on the edge of 
the infernal pit, looking down into the abyss of 
guilt, and shame, and woe, you may truly say, 
"All this awaits me. I am exposed to this 
horror and despair. If I die in my present 
state, I shall assuredly dwell with this 
devouring fire, and inhabit these everlasting 
burnings. Oh, Eternity ! Eternity ! Eternity !" 
Terrible soliloquy ! Horrible reflection ! 



CHAPTER X. 

Earnest entreaties, 

Beadee : if you are disposed to make any 
apology for neglecting salvation, and assign as 
its cause, any other, than your own indisposition 
to be saved ; depend upon it, you are deceiving 
yourself. Ask inanimate nature, — ask the glit- 
tering worlds that roll in midnight splendour, 
over your head, — ask the angels, and the re- 
deemed who swell the songs of heavenly rapture 
— and none will suggest any other reason, except 
the father of lies, who was a murderer from the 
beginning; and who, panting for the blood of 
your soul, waits the moment for its destruction. 

In order, then, to present my entreaties to 
you in a cogent form, permit me to lay before 
you the following reasons and considerations, 
why you should at once cease to neglect salvation. 

1. — If you continue in your opposition to 
Godf can you maintain your case against Him f 
In an affair of worldly 'watl»x^,\XS& Ts\««i^ '^- 
lowed wise, that Woie \fe «iiWQ»X«t ^ ^jS^ss^ 
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creature, in an attitude of hostility, we should 
estimate our means of self-defence ; and should 
a case occur, in which we had incurred the an- 
ger of one who was stronger than ourselves, 
and whom we dare not meet in arms, — worldly 
wisdom would justly suggest the prudence of 
compromising our offences, by concession — that 
thus the breach might be healed, and our safety 
be secured. Apply then, these maxims of 
worldly policy, so prudent as we find them, to 
the case in hand — ^the quarrel between your soul 
and God. Bemember, that mercy and reconci- 
liation visit this world alone ; and only while 
you remain here, do you possess the opportunity 
of reconciliation with God. As soon as you 
have overstepped the threshold of time, and 
planted your feet within the eternal world, God 
meets you in another character. There hb ven- 
geance takes the place of mercy, and dislodges 
all hope from your prospects. No chance of 
restoration then exists. In God you have an 
' enemy — stern, inflexible, eternal. The media- 
torial economy is confined ent\xe\^ m\\& ^tafitical 
operatioua, to the eaith on ^\i\c\iN?e \x«e.\\ vsA 
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its issues alone belong to the world unseen. 
And dare you invade the specific territory of 
God himself, with a solitary outstretched arm, 
raised against divine omnipotent enmity ? Will 
you defy his hand, of which you know so little? 
Pursue your petty rivalries among your fellow 
worms, that die upon the clod, where first they 
breathe ; but what say you to God ? " Woe 
unto him, that striveth with his Maker :*' Isa» 
xlv. 9. Do you hope to overcome Him, by 
stratagem ? Do you think of escaping his eye, 
and of being overlooked among the millions of 
the lost? Or, do you think of repairing to the 
bowels of the earth, to shield yourself from the 
brightness of his anger ? Remember you are dis- 
tinctly premonished thatyou may in vain call upon 
the rocks and hills to fall upon you, to conceal you 
from the fierceness of his presence, when he 
comes upon the errand of his final indignation. 
All the elements of nature will then rise, and 
become the executioners of his vengeance : the 
rocks would cleave — the earth would rend — the 
ocean would cast you \n^ "Vi^lox^ xJc^a •asi'^^ ^ 
that God, whose Gospel ^o\x\i«l^>^Vs^%^'^'^'^^ 
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CHAPTER Z. 



ted; but could n^Iect no longer. Oh! then, 
while you are in the land of hope, and while the 
truce with heayen endures, regard the offers of 
salTation. You have not yet passed to that 
land where darkness dwells, that may be felt. 
Ton haye not yet seen the fires of the infernal 
pt« Tou have not heard that voice, *' He that 
is unjust, let him be unjust still : and he which 
is filthy, let him be filthy still :" Rev. xxii. 1 1. 
2.— Chn you do without God in this world ? 
Amidst the mass of the human family, you stand 
equally exposed to the calamities and adversi- 
ties of life, with the rest. The maxims of a 
Aousand sages, and the experience of the suc- 
cessive generations, which have inhabited the 
earth — unenlightened by the light that cometh 
from above, have, nevertheless, done something 
to expose, to you, the unsatisfying nature, and 
the precarious tenure, by which you hold every 
earthly good. They have warned you that the 
wheel of fortune as it turns, will dash the favou- 
rite of to-day, to abject scorn before the rise of 
to-morrow's sun ; and they have told you, that 
when prosperity shines, friends are numerous ; 
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but, that when misfoitune becomes the compa* 
nion of the children of men, they must then 
expect to share ber company alone. They bave 
tlirected you to procure the patronage of the 
powerful by timely servility, and to make to 
yourself friends (d those, who are able for the 
longest time to avert the horrors of poverty and 
disgrace from your hedd. They have advised 
you to become subservient to those who are 
your superiors in worldly circumstances, that 
you may be saved from, the bitterness of desti- 
tution — though at the sacrifice of dignity. 
Naw, as nevertheless, adversity may in spite of 
every precaution, assail you : how, I ask, shall 
you be able amidst the dereliction of earthly 
friends, and beneath the. influence of pain, dis- 
ease, and danger, to continue in C(»n£Drt without 
God? How will your spirits bear up in these 
adverse hours, cut off from all that you have 
looked to for relief? Would it not be better, 
rather than compromise the nobleness of your 
nature, by bowing in undue and degrading hcim- 
age to those who are no more than yourself, 
and mbom an unfaToacable torn of fortune 
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would reduce at once to your contempt, to enter 
into an alliance with that God who orders all 
things at the movement of his will, whose are 
the cattle on a thousand hills, and by whose 
permission, the princes of the earth themselves 
retain their sceptres. Would it not be better 
rather than trust to friends, always so incon- 
stant and often so false,' to place your confidence 
in the word of that God, who cannot lie — ^who 
speaks the word, and it stands fast : who com- 
mands, and it is done ? Will you not then be 
persuaded to relinquish your combination with 
those enemies of his, so feeble in power, and so 
firail in purpose; for the friendship of that God 
who has shewn such an infinite power, and an 
equal disposition to protect and to fieLVour you I 
! be wise and do so. 

f^,-^Can you think mth composure of dying^ 
without a saving acquaintance with God f There 
is something so awful in the character of deaths 
that I almost fear to introduce the consideration 
of it. The constant co-existence of the body and 
jsoul in this woM^ has so f am\\iamed <rax minds 
^ it, that to xmagino a sei^atiouls s\ti»k«x^« 
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ficult, and to expect it, is naturally shocking. 
The mysterious process by which the union i>f 
these two elements of our nature is at length 
dissolved is so ill understood ; as to create in 
our minds a peculiar sense of our ignorance, 
and the weakness of our faculties, when we 
attempt to consider it. The philosophers of 
the most learned ages, have confessed their 
inability to clear up the mystery ; and left us 
all in darkness as to the features of that land, 
from whose bourn no traveller returns. Cer- 
tain, however it is ; that it is appointed unto 
man once to die, and to return to the earth from 
which he was onginaliy formed. It is its cha- 
racteristic solemnity ; that at this moment, and 
in this transaction, we must be alone. However 
busily we may have associated among men, and 
however close a sympathy our spirits may have 
contracted with other congenial spirits of this 
world ; in this article, we stand disunited from 
all we have known before. The king of terrors 
comes to us alone, and conducts us onward to 
the invisible world. Noti, ^«Kt t^^«.%^^^% 
to ask with all sexiou«iie%B) Vqn>i ^ds^^^^^"^ 
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able to meet him ? How shall your spirit m 
which an unreconciled hostility to Grod remains ; 
sustain its opposition to Him, when He who 
called you into being, is dealing His hand upon 
you, to separate from you the life you have 
employed against Him ? How will you answ» 
Him when He says, ** I have power to ruse up, 
and power to put down ; power to create, «nd 
power to destroy : sinner lay down the life I 
gave thee in mercy, and which I now withdraw 
in judgment." ? Oh, remember, here you must 
be alone ! No cry will reach the ear of the 
friend with whom you loved to resort, to dis- 
prove the terrors of Almighty power. The 
laugh of mirth was never echoed in these 
regions. Here is the reign of death! and 
unless His rod and His staff comfort you, 
whose service you now neglect and whose 
promises you now disregard ; you must tread 
in solitude, along the darkness of that valley, 
uncomforted and unprotected. But if yoa 
listen to the Gospel, and embrace its gradeua 
offers; death will be to you a conquered foe ; 
IfJsstiQg win be extracedy and las ieax ^a^m^i^^ 
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Yon will be able to look with a smile upon the 
otherwise dark and dismal valley ; and seeing 
it irradiated with the brightness of the Saviour's 
countenance, and cheered with- his presence, to 
exclaim, '* Yea though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for 
thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff they com- 
fort me." Psalm xxiii. 4. Thousands have thus 
exclaimed, and so may you. Will you not then 
cease to neglect salvation ? 

4. — After death comes the judgment. At, 
that tribunal you with all the nations must 
appear, to account for the deeds done in the 
body ; whether they be good, or whether they 
be evil. You must not imagine that after the 
stroke which has rendered your body an inani- 
mate clod ; that you shall then escape to lie 
down in longed for and everlasting oblivion. 
No ! no. The lifelessness of the touch, is not 
the signal of annihilation. From the sleep in 
which you lie down, you will again be aroused ; 
and then at the sounding of the trumpet, must 
you meet the Judge, and. a\. \i\& \i«i t^^««^ "^as^ 
doom of a new and eteni»i BXaXa oi\i«»v ^^^^^ 
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as yon rise from the tomb how overwhelming the 
spectacle which you will behold. The oath is 
sworn that time shall be no longer, and all its 
scenes are ended. The sun, moon, and stars, 
cease to shine. The heavens vanish like smoke, 
and the earth is burned up. The dead are all 
raised, and the Judge is come. There he sits 
on His throne in majesty ; and every descen- 
dant of Adam stands before Him. Matth. xxv. 
31. As the Saviour thus comes with all the 
glory of the Godhead, and bearing all the 
signals of eternal might and majesty, to charge 
you with your guilt for neglecting His Gospel : 
what shall you say to Him ? How awful to 
hear Him say, *' Ah, sinner ! if thou in thy life- 
time in yonder consuming world, hadst but 
known thy day of visitation ; but now, mercy 
is for ever hid from thine eyes. Depart from 
me ye cursed, into everlasting fire : prepared, 
for the devil and his angels." Who can tell the 
terrible import of this curse ? A curse uttered 
by the lips of Him, whose supreme delight it is 
to bless. Every accent is \\g\vta\Tx^\ «<q«t^ 
word is loaded with nusery «nd\aiu£Loi'^d^^TL« 
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Then will you know for the first time, what is 
meant by punishment; and begin to estimate 
the dreadful nature of the destruction of HelL 
But on the other hand if you embrace the Gos* 
pel, the day of judgment will be to you a day of 
the greatest rapture ; the day of the completion 
of your bliss. Amidst the crush of worlds, and 
the dissolving of universal nature; you will 
stand composed and triumphant. The Saviour 
will be the most endeared object you could 
witness. Bending from his great white throne, 
he will smile upon you with infinite benignity. 
He will call you "blessed." He will say to you 
'* come." He will bid you ** Inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you, from the foundation of 
the world." Gracious language! Then will 
your glory reach its meridian, to know no 
decline. Then will your joy attain its full tide 
mark, to know no ebb, Less than this would 
not satisfy the blessed Lord himself. Oh then, 
will you not embrace his Gospel. 

5. — Cansiier the destruction of HeU, Call 
to mind the outer darkness — \k& Wti!^% ^a3b&.^ 
— the tormented captivea — ^^"a ybSlwcw^ «^gcc^^^ 
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that toss and howl in agony there, frantic with 
despair ; and rememher, that you stand on the^ 
edge of this awfnl ahyss. If from an eminence 
you saw a crowd walking along a meadow, at 
the end of which was a terrific precipice ; and 
as they reached the edge of the precipice, you 
saw one after another fall over to be dashed to 
pieces, and you were to cry, '* Stop, stop, as 
you value your lives, stop!*' would they not 
hearken and obey your call. But you are 
strolling onwards to a far more terrible fate. 
Yawning beneath you is the lake of fire, and 
Jesus is calling to you, "Turn ye, turn ye." 
Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Will you not then hearken 
to Him? True! Thousands have disregarded 
His admonition, and rushed into the fiery 
lake; but that is no reason why you should. 
However, by neglecting salvation you are doings 
so. You are following them and will soon join, 
them. Could you now see and hear them, they 
would say to you, " We were once like you, and 
jou will soon be Uke us. You are taking the 
same- course which brought \)L&\iCit^, «3xd ihortly 
you will be with us, and "be aSl lilkAX'n^ vt^« 
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But if the lost in HeU cannot thus address you, 
God addresses you with equal plainness in His 
holy Word ; and surely you would rather 
believe God than fallen spirits. Oh then, if 
you have any compassion for your soul, any 
regard for its everlasting welfare, cease to neg. 
lect salvation. 

e~-Think of the Heavenly World. The 
apostle John seems to have set open the doors 
of the celestial temple, that the sights within 
might beam upon our eyes, and the sounds just 
undulate on our ears. ^* After this I beheld, 
and lo : a great multitude which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
ple, and tongues stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands ; and cried with a loud 
voice, saying Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.*' Bev. vii. 
9. 10. This is one of the fullest and most sat- 
isfactory glimpses which the Bible gives of the 
Heavenly world. It teaches us who are there, 
and what they are doing tYk«T«. "Rea^e^ '>& ^^"^ 
a Bolitaij region. " Oi^oe It ^a&. '^^^'^ i^"«so»^ ^ 
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was, wben God was all in all. There was the 
throue, and the great I AM sat upon that throne. 
But there was no world beneath it, and no mul- 
titude before it. And even after the Sons of 
God were made, it was long before any of our race 

was there. When Abel found himself before 
the throne, he found no human comrade there. 

Seraphs waved their wings of fire, and Cherubs 
hovered out and in around the depths of Deity, 
and all was sanctity and all was love : but the 
new comer found himself unique — not lonely — 
not unwelcome, but singular and different from 
all the rest. But thus it is not now.'' There 
is " a multitude," so many as to give the region 
a friendly look of terrestrial brotherhood — a 
mighty and a miscellaneous multitude — a mul- 
titude, who will form an eternal monument of 
the Redeemer's grace and power. They are 
employed in celebrating a victory gained for 
them, by the Saviour's grace over the world, 
the flesh, and devil ; and in serving God in the 
work of adoration, praise, and worship, where 
toil is luxury, and labour recreation : and where 
npthing but jubilees of praise, .and holidays of 
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thanksgiving are wanted, to diversify the long and 
industrious Sabbath of the skies. And some of 
your nearest kindred and dearest friends may 
form a part of this blessed multitude, who may 
now be looking down from their thrones eagerly 
waiting to rejoice over your conversion ; and 
eventually to welcome you into their midst and into 
that happy world, for all are happy there. They do 
not want, they do not weary, and they do not 
weep. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the sun light on 
them nor aiiy heat, and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes. Blessed region ! Who 
would not inherit it ? Only embrace the Saviour 
my dear reader, and this heavenly world is yours. 
Its inhabitants you will join — ^its bliss you will 
share — and its songs you will swell. Soon its 
glories will burst upon you to know no decline 
for ever. Isaiah Ix. 19. 20. 
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CHAPTER XT. 

Important Directions, 

Dear reader, if you have derived any benefit 
from the perusal of the foregoing chapters, yoa 
now feel somewhat concerned about your soul, 
and are anxious for its salvation. If so, your 
situation is a most momentous one. You are at 
the turning point of your religious history «nd 
everlasting destiny. No language can describe 
the importance of your present circumstances. 
You are just arousing from a long slumber of 
sinful neglect, and will either rise up and work 
out your salvation, or fall down again into a 
deeper sleep than ever, as those are wont to do 
who are but partially awakened. You cannot 
continue long as you are. As the blossoms of 
spring speedily set in fruit, or fall to the ground, 
so your solicitude will quickly end, either in 
salvation, or indifference. Should your solici- 
tude subside, it may never be renewed, and you 
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may sink mto a state of greater and more smful 
neglect than ever. So it was with Felix. By 
not acting upon his convictions, they wore away 
80 completely, that he not only lost all his 
tremhling ahout the judgment to come, hut even 
common respect for the Apostle, inasmuch as 
" After two years, Porcius Festus came into 
Felix's room : and Felix, willing to shew the 
Jews a pleasure, left Paul hound." Acts xxiv. 27* 
Permit me, then, at this crisis of your religions his- 
tory, to give you some directions for your guidance. 
1. — Be thankful to God for any measure of 
aoUcUude you may feel about salvation. It is 
a sign that the Holy Spirit has not ceased to 
strive with you, and that your case is not hope- 
less. When the Divine Spirit discontinues to 
strive with the sinner, his conscience sinks into 
a deadly torpor, his judgment hecomes infatu- 
ated, and his heart impervious to every appeal. 
A relentless impenitence — a determined perse- 
verance in sin, shews that the Spirit of God has 
left him to himself. And in this state you might 
have heen left hut for the long-suffering and 
forbearance of Grod.. You may not have ^on.e t^ 
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great lengths in open transgression, but yoa 
have neglected salvation, while ministers have 
been sent to you, and entreated you one after 
another, to flee from the wrath to come, and lay 
hold on eternal life. The Spirit of the Lord 
which you have thus resisted, and grieved, and 
quenched, time after time, might have given you 
over to a reprobate mind, to fill up the measure 
of your iniquity without interruption. But this 
he has not done. Your present solicitude de- 
clares that the Spirit still strives with yon. 
Notwithstanding your many provocations, your 
state is yet salvable. What cause for thank- 
fulness ! How grateful should you be to the 
Father of all mercies. 0, then, " Give glory 
to the Lord your God, before^he cause darkness, 
and before your feet stumble upon the dark 
mountains, and while you look for light, he 
turn it into the shadow of death, and make it 
gross darkness." Jer. xiii. 16. 

2. — Earnestly pray to God to increase your 
soUcUudef and to render it lasting by the in^ 
J^uences of his Spirit. Depend u^ou it nothing 
csn deepen your religious im"pieaa\oxv^ «si^ xa.^^ 
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them abiding, but the Spirit of God. Without 
his effectual aid, they will quickly subside and 
vanish away. No matter what you may hear 
and read, with whom you may converse and 
associate, what you may purpose and plan, all 
will be of no avail, if God do not give his Holy 
Spirit. And this he has promised to do in an- 
swer to prayer. Prayer is the first step in the 
pursuit of salvation. You must, then, pray. 
However busily engaged in the .world, you must 
find leisure for prayer, and if you cannot find it 
during the day, you must in the night. Indeed, 
the spirit of prayer should dwell in your heart 
at all times. Wherever you are, and in what- 
ever you are engaged, your soul should be 
raised to God, and the subject of your prayer 
should be, that he would increase your solici- 
tude, and make it end in salvation. In your 
present circumstances, nothing is of equal. im- 
portance to you as prayer. You cannot be 
saved without it. And how much is there to 
inspire you with earnestness in prayer, since 
nothing but God's Spirit can ^^^ ^'e^'^ "«»Ss. 
Permanency to your impTemoxi%\ «cA ^xsw^*^ >^!^ 
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has promised to give bis gracioas influences iii 
answer to prayer. ! then, *' Pray without 
ceasing." 1. Thess. ii. 13., and say with Jacob, 
" I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." 
Gen. xxxii. 26. 

3. — Determine at once to give up every thing 
sinjid in your conduct. The salvation whieh I 
trust you are beginning to seek, is a holy eaU* 
ing. You cannot retain one sin and be saved. 
Whatever is sinful in your temper, in your eon* 
versation, and in your practice, must be given 
up without any hesitation, reluctance or reserve. 
Carefully examine yourself, therefore, with a 
view to ascertain whatever is sinful in your con- 
duct, and resolve, by the grace of God, to re* 
nounce it. If there is but one sin which you 
are unwilling to give up, you may as well stop 
at once and give up the pursuit of salvation, 
for you cannot be saved. The indulgence of 
one sin will render God deaf to your prayers, 
and bar the gate of heaven against you. Hence 
the direction of the Word of God, '' Seek ye the 
Zord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he ia near : let tliemc\Le^ioi%^^\sAa^v)^ 
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and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will 
ahuudantly pardon/' Isa. Iv. 6. 7. And to the 
same effect is the language of one of Job's 
friends, '*If thou prepare thine heart, and 
stretch out thine hands toward Him ; if iniquity 
be in thine hand, put it far away." Job xi. 13. 

4. — Rest satisfied with nothing short of a 
new heart. Be assured that nothing is effec- 
tually done for you until you are converted. If 
you assume the semblance of piety, and wear it 
in your general conduct ; if you are benevolent 
and sympathizing, and if you join yourself to 
some respectable society of Christians ; you 
may glide through life, and have a name to live 
though you be dead. But though you get all 
men to believe that you are converted, that will 
not make you so ; and the day is coming when 
you will be reprobated by God's people, by 
God's foes, by angels, and by God himself. 
Every wise man knows that the balaxi^^ ^'^N^'t 
held with an unerring Yiand \ «LXv\\)ftaXM s^\iNa» 

powers and passions axe noX. Vavgt^S^a-^^^ "^"^"^ 

h3 
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and by renewing influence, he will be abandonee 
as reprobate silver. He is careful therefore not 
only to gftt outwardly washed, but inwardl] 
purified ; he not only covets a name to live, but 
labours after the life of Grod in his soul. If it 
were possible for him to get into heaven withonl 
this cleansing, he could not love sin : he sees in 
it so great a contrariety to the nature of God— - 
he finds in it so much that is inimical to his 
happiness that he cannot but hate it ; but he 
knows that in an unrenewed state he could not 
enter heaven : *' Verily, verily, I say unto thee* 
Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." John iii. 3. An unconverted 
state is a dangerous state. He who is uncon- 
verted is at enmity with God — is in a state of 
sin — and is a child of wrath even as others ; 
and this is his unmitigated condition, whatever 
fair appearances, may be assumed up to the mo- 
ment of his conversion. Let nothing therefore 
satisfy you short of a change of heart. 
5, — Come to God for a new hearty and come 
unworthy cls you are. "^oxi cwvtl^x. ^Wxki^e 
your own heart, but tVie ^^itVX. ol ^^^ «ws 
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Jesus died to obtain for us the gift of the 
Spirit, and this gift is freely bestowed upon all 
who sincerely apply for it through his media- 
tion. Wherefore earnestly pray for the Spirit 
of God that you may be bom again. Come to 
God through Jesus Christ, with the petition of 
David, " Create in me a clean heart God, and 
renew aright spirit within me." Psalm li. 10. 
And for your encouragement think of the 
Saviour's gracious assurance, "If ye being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children : how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him." Luke xi. 13. Let not your unworthi- 
ness prevent your coming to God for so great a 
blessing. If you think any one is worthy and 
deserves a new heart, you quite mistake the 
nature of the Gospel. It is a free gift and not 
a reward. No one is worthy. Paul, Peter, and 
John were not worthy. No human being was 
ever worthy. But God is so full of love that 
he invites you unworthy as you are, to come to 
Him through the meiils ol "VCva ^«ax. %w^. Vsst. 
every blessing. Come to Gto^ ^«o. V«x »^«^ 
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are, and be assured that thfi promise will be 
fulfilled ia your experience, " A new heart will 
I [give you, and a new Spirit will I put within 
you." £zek. xxxvi. 27. 

6. — Having become a new creature in Christ 
JesuSf make a public profession of his name^ 
and be active in his cause. We are not true 
followers of Christ, if we do not make a public 
recognition of our love to his cause. Nothing 
can be said more disgraceful to an individual 
than what is recorded of some of old, *' Neverthe- 
less among the chief rulers many believed on 
him also ; but because of the Pharisees they did 
not confess him, lest they should be put out of 
the synagogue : for they loved the praise of 
men more than the praise of God." John xii. 42. 
The followers of Christ should appear as such, 
they should acknowledge Christ, they should 
come forth and tell plainly what they are. 
Publicity must be attracted ; observation must 
be made. It is by no means necessary that a 
Christian should be obtrusive, but there must be 
decision. He is to be suspected nt\io \\nV&\xix)ci% 
solemn silence of an unobltuded t\v\cYe!t\ ^V^ 
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skulks like a coward, fearful of the diffiiculties by 
whicli he may be surrounded. There is a grand 
field open before us. Our Lord was active, his first 
followers were active too, and, though we may 
not be called to the same kind of activity as 
were the Apostles, we have all much to do. 
The field is the world. Christ was there — ^his 
companions the apostles were there — the mar- 
tyrs and confessors were there — ^and we must 
tread in the steps of these our chivalrous 
ancestors, till the whole world is covered with 
the emblems of the power and mercy of our 
great Master. 

7. — Diligenily use aU scriptural meaaUf that 
a due sense of religion may he kept up in the 
'mind, and that your soul may be saved. That 
man has formed a most erroneous idea of vital 
practical religion, who supposes it to be a career 
of ease and softness. See what lies before you. 
What dangers to be braved — what difficulties to 
be surmounted — ^what conquests to be gained — 
what interests to be won* Hell is to be escaped. 
Heaven is to be entered. Sataw v^ \» \i>^ ^'«s^- 
gnished, aud saLvadou it^ \o \*fe ^gtoR^ ^^i^«r^ 
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nerve must be strung, every effort must be made, 
and every means must be used. As well might 
you expect to stop the tide with a feather, as to 
reach heaven without labour. The pursuit of 
salvation is any thing but a light and esL^j task. 
Wherefore if you would keep up a due sense of 
religion in your mind, and be saved at death ; 
observe the following rules : 

Frequently peruse the Word of God* What 
ever excellence other religious books may pos- 
sess, that excellence is derived from the Bible. 
This is the fountain of all divine instruction^ 
admonition, and comfort. Neglect not the 
Bible therefore, for the books of men ; they 
may be useful to explain the Bible, but not in 
the room of it. Come to the fountain, come * 
often, and drink liberally of its rich supplies. 
** Search the Scriptures." John v. 39. Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom." Col. iii, 16. " As new bom babes 
desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby." 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
^Itend with regularity and frayerfulness 
upon the ministry of the word, TVi^ ^x^vSxiva^ 
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of the Gospel is of incalculable importance, and 
the measure of good you will derive from it, will 
materially depend upon the spirit with which you 
hear it. " A fire in a picture," says an old 
writer, ** may afford amusement to the beholder, 
but it will not warm ; so hearing sermons may 
amuse the hearer, but it cannot warm the heart or 
do any good to the soul unless the blessing of 
God attends it : — this surely shows the necessity 
of prayer ; for if I go to a place of worship 
without imploring a blessing, it is but reasonable 
to expect that I should be sent empty away." 
Hear the word preached as if it could do you no 
good unless God bless it, and look above the miu-, 
ister to God. Pray before you go to hear the 
word preached, pray while you hear, and pray 
after you have heard. 

As far as possible avail yourself of the means 
of social prayer, both on the Sabbath and on the 
week day. At such meetings you will hear 
what more advanced Christians experience and 
desire, and thus find them a rich treasury of re- 
ligious instruction. Your interests mlV W ^^- 
inemheiei in the interceasvoiva ^V\0>cl «x^ ^^^\^^i 
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and the prayers wkich suocessiv^y ascend t 

the mercy-seat, will be as gentle breeses to fin 

the spark of religion in yonr heart, and to snr 

round you with the atmosphere of deToti<m 

Yon will be led to exclaim, 

**! have been tbere and still would go, 
'Tis like a little heaven below." 

Observe stated times for private prayer. L\ 
the very least, begin and end every day witl 
prayer. Take time from sleep rather than want 
time for prayer. Make a rule of laying all yoni 
wants before God in secret — of seeking guidance 
in every undertaking, and assistance in everj 
engagement. It was systematic devotion thai 
preserved Daniel from danger, when a captive ia 
a foreign land ; and which gave him all his pre- 
ferment in the court of Babylon. 

Carefully watch ayainst aU sin* Especially 
watch against your besetting sin, whatever it 
may be. A very small indulgence of sin may 
put away all your religious feelings. Even the 
giving way to a bad temper, may do serious mis- 
chief to your soul, and hinder yonr pursuit of 
salvation. 
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Live above the world. Bemember, nothing 
upon earth can give you satisfaction : everything 
is uncertain in its continuance, and will shortly 
be yours no more for ever. Consider it your 
chiefbusinessherebelowto glorify God, and to get 
safe to heaven. Confess yourself a stranger and 
a pilgrim upon earth, and keep eternity in view. 

And persevere unto the end. Let those who 
dwell on the mighty deep, instruct you. From 
the moment a great voyage commences, the crew, 
as a whole, never sleep. There is always day 
and night a hand at the helm, and an eye on 
the compass : not till they have reached the 
haven, are all heads at once, ever laid to rest. To 
sleep on the ocean, and leave the vessel to her- 
self, would be surely and speedily to perish. So 
it is with you, in relation to your soul. He that 
continueth to the end, shall be saved, — so runs 
the promise of the Son of man. By this he 
will abide, but he will not go beyond it. Tire not 
then in the heavenly way, but persevere to the end. 
Fix your eye on the goal, and let your motto be — 
Onward! Oh, whatever you. do ^ da ^^^'c^.V^^^s^^^ss^ss. 
soul. * * Sometime ago " i&vj% ^^ • ^^x'ws^^% 
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young person residing in tbe city of York, where I 
have long laboured in the work of the ministry, was 
summoned to her home for the purpose of listening 
to the last exhortation of a pious father. When 
she arrived at his habitation he was exhausted, 
and well-nigh gone, and he could only whisper 
gently to her the words with his expiring breath 
— ' Do not lose your soul !' She had been gay 
and thoughtless, but the words arrested her: 
she attended upon the sanctuary of God, and 
remained for a period apparently under the 
power of religious impression ; but gradually 
that impression waned. It appeared but as the 
morning cloud and the early dew : it passed away 
leaving her in carelessness again. Circumstances 
however, under divine providence, led her one 
Sabbath evening to the sanctuary of which I am 
the pastor, when she beard a sermon on the 
value of the soul, which she passed by from the 
commencement till well-nigh the close, with in- 
attention ; but by the singular overruling of 
divine grace, the last words in the discourse 
were these, ''Do not lose ^omx ao\i\.V^ \^ 
seemed to her as though t\ie noic^ ol \«;t 
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departed father had uttered them ; but it was 
more — it was the voice of God. She repented ; 
she was converted, she confessed Christ as a 
member of the christian community, over which 
it is my happiness to preside ; and some time 
since I was summoned to her death-bed, when 
amidst much anguish and pain of body ; she 
gave testimony to the power of divine grace 
upon her heart, and departed with the blessed 
confidence that she had not lost her soul." Dear 
reader, one word and I have done. If you lose 
your soul you will have murdered it. May God 
prevent you from being the murderer of your 
own soul ! 



FINIS. 



Postscript. — ^Dear reader, if you have received any 
good from this small treatise, let me entreat you to 
confer two benefits in return. One is, lend this work 
to some of your friends and neighbonrs; and the other 
is, pray to God that the reading of it may he blessed 
to their salvation. 
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